

PROPOSED APPENDIX D

DeSoto Police Department Physical Fitness Test/L.E.O.P.A.R.D.
Satisfactory completion of the Law Enforcement Officer Performance and Reaction Drill (LEOPARD) is a pre-employment requirement for the DeSoto Police Department.  Completion of this test, at the level specified, is considered job essential for the Department.  All candidates must present a physician’s statement indicating medical clearance for testing.
The LEOPARD Course is a simulated pursuit and tests an applicant’s ability to perform essential job related tasks under more realistic conditions.  The course examines an applicant’s ability to pursue a fleeing suspect, climb over a six foot wall, crawl through a confined space, climb through a window, simulate presenting and firing a weapon, effect an arrest by manipulating and handcuffing a training dummy, and perform rescue operations by dragging a training dummy to safety.
Applicants must complete the drill in less than 5 minutes 15 seconds (00:05:15).  This standard is based upon departmental norms developed from incumbent data.      
The applicant is equipped with the following equipment:

· Standard duty belt with duty weapon (rendered safe), holster, magazine pouch, flashlight, flashlight holder, hand cuff case, and handcuffs
· Soft body armor
· Knee/elbow pads (optional)  

1. The Start:

The applicant begins seated in the front seat of a patrol car with seat belt on and hands on the steering wheel.  On the command “Begin,” the applicant unfastens the safety belt, exits the vehicle and proceeds approximately 20’ to the wall.

2. The Wall:
The applicant approaches, climbs over, and clears a 6’ wall.

3. The Culvert Crawl:
The applicant moves approximately 20’ to a 10’ long culvert.  The applicant enters and crawls through the culvert, while utilizing a flashlight to illuminate his/her way. The applicant will be held in the culvert until the light is shown.
4. The Window Egress:
The applicant then moves approximately 20’ to a window.  The applicant must open the window, draw his/her firearm, and dry fire one time at the provided target.  The applicant must then holster and move through the window.
5. The Stairs

The applicant will move approximately 20’ to a set of stairs.  The applicant must touch each and every step going up and going down. Should the applicant miss a step they will directed back to accomplish the task as instructed.  
6. Far End Culvert Crawl

The applicant will move approximately 20’ to the second culvert.  The applicant must crawl through the culvert from end to end.

7. Far End Shooting Scenario

Once out of the culvert, the applicant will move into a shooting box, draw, and dry fire on three targets with 2 shots each.  The applicant will then holster and move to Station 8.  The applicant will be held in the shooting box until they have safely holstered their firearm. 
8. Handcuffing Station

The applicant will move over to the cuffing dummy in front of the far culvert.  The applicant will turn the dummy over (face down) and handcuff the dummy.  When the second cuff is secure the applicant may move to Station 9.

9. Hostage Rescue

The applicant will move over to the dragging dummy (hostage).  The applicant will properly (as demonstrated) lift the dummy and using leg strength, move the dummy approximately 50’.  The dummy must be lifted so its head and shoulders are off the ground and the dummy must be dragged backwards.  The dummy may not be carried in any other manner then the properly demonstrated techniques.

10. Front Side Shooting Scenario

The applicant will then move into the last shooting box.  Once in the box, the applicant will draw and dry fire two times each at the three remaining targets.  The applicant will then holster and move to Station 11. The applicant will be held in the shooting box until they have safely holstered their firearm.
11. The Wall / Finish

The applicant will then move to the six foot wall, climb over the wall, and move across the finish line where time will end.

