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CITY COUNCIL SUMMER RETREAT - COUNCIL HOLDS
RETREAT & CONDUCTS FACT-FINDING MISSION TO
ALLEN'S RODENBAUGH NATATORIUM
The DeSoto City Council held
its Summer Retreat in Allen,
Texas on August 13 & 14. The
highlight of the two-day
gathering was a visit to Allen’s
Don Rodenbaugh Natatorium.
DeSoto is looking to build a
cutting-edge natatorium in the
future, and the proximity of this
premier aquatic facility in Allen
presented
councilmembers
with a wonderful in-person
opportunity.
DeSoto’s five-year Strategic Plan directs City government to prioritize programs and
direct the necessary resources to make DeSoto an “Engaged and Vibrant Community,”
and the DeSoto City Council’s Business Plan declares that one of the best ways to do this
is to plan for the construction of a high-quality natatorium and recreation center. This
opportunity to conduct a fact-finding visit was one motivating factor for the DeSoto City
Council and Senior City Managers to make the long drive north to tour what the Dallas
Observer called “The Best Playground” in its 2007 Best of Dallas Survey.
"We want to build a world-class
public natatorium in DeSoto
that will make a positive
difference in our community for
many years to come, and the
Rodenbaugh Natatorium in
Allen is a great example for us
to study,” declared DeSoto
Mayor Rachel Proctor.
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CONTINUED.....
“DeSoto’s young athletes have excelled in every sport that they have been able to train
and compete in, and building such a facility right here could allow us to develop
generations of well-trained swimmers who would be able to compete with the best in the
state. It’s a wonderful, fun investment in our City’s future!”

In addition to touring the Rodenbaugh
Natatorium,
the
Council
spent
portions of the first day of the retreat
participating in detailed briefings
concerning the projects within
DeSoto’s Business Plan, planning and
zoning training, and reviewing the
analysis of individual strengths
evaluations. Business plan briefings
continued on day two of the retreat
allowing Councilmembers to finalize
their selections to include in DeSoto’s
Fiscal Year 2022 Business Plan.
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DESOTO CITY COUNCIL AND DESOTO ISD BOARD OF
TRUSTEES HOLD JOINT MEETING | AUGUST 19

The DeSoto City Council and the DeSoto ISD Board of Trustees held a joint meeting on
the evening of Thursday, August 19 in DeSoto High School’s Academy Café to further
discuss ways that DeSoto City Government and DeSoto ISD can work together for the
betterment of DeSoto’s students and residents.
The meeting was streamed live and included participation from Mayor Rachel Proctor,
Board President DeAndrea Fleming, several Councilmembers and Trustees, City Manager
Brandon Wright, and Superintendent Dr. D'Andre Weaver. The meeting is available for
viewing
in
its
entirety
at
the
link
below:
https://www.facebook.com/desototx/videos/200585262128949

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

05

CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE KICKS OFF 2021 CIVIC
ACADEMY - RESUMES AFTER A YEAR OFF
After skipping 2020 due to the Coronavirus Pandemic,
DeSoto’s Civic Academy resumed in 2021 with an August
12 kickoff session hosted by the City Manager's Office
Team featuring an informative civics lesson focusing on
community initiatives, the role of the Action Center, and
efforts to improve health, communications, and
community relations.
The evening started out with an introduction of City staff and program participants
followed by a quick dinner from DeSoto's Chipotle. The first session concluded with an
engaging emergency planning exercise in which this year’s 32 participants split into two
teams and put to the test by City Manager Wright and his management team.
City Manager Brandon Wright asked each team to envision an emergency overnight
shelter scenario based on February's historic winter storm, and then presented them with
new operational twists after every round. Several of these “twists” actually happened and
allowed City Manager Wright to share the real life curve-balls that were thrown at City
staff during Winter Storm Uri. His winter storm scenario was enthusiastically accepted by
both groups who learned first-hand the unexpected problems that can creep up in local
government and the need to quickly correct things before a crisis develops.
The DeSoto Police Department hosted Session Two of
the Civic Academy on August 19 at their headquarters
on Beltline Road. Staff presented the functions of
Police, Code Enforcement, Animal Control, and Crime
Prevention.
The 2021 Civic Academy will run for 11 weeks
concluding with a graduation ceremony at the
November 2 City Council Meeting. To learn more
about
DeSoto’s
Civic
Academy
please
visit
www.ci.desoto.tx.us/1814/Civic-Academy or contact
Kimberly Garduno at KGarduno@desototexas.gov.

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

06

HOA INVOLVEMENT WORKSHOP | AUGUST 28
Do you serve on the board of your HOA or neighborhood
association? Do you have questions? Would you like
information from trusted sources on how to improve
operations? If your answer is yes, please make plans to join
us on Saturday, August 28 from 8:30 am to 12:00 pm at
DeSoto City Hall for the next HOA Involvement Workshop.
Information is a key element in effective neighborhood
involvement, and this workshop is designed to provide
representatives
of
DeSoto’s
neighborhood
and
homeowners’ associations with the information they need
to make their neighborhood a better and safer place to
live.
Workshop participants will receive updates on neighborhood safety, code enforcement,
sanitation and more. A highlight of the event will be special presentations by members of
the Community Associations Institute (CAI) pictured below. CAI provides information,
education, and resources to homeowner volunteers who govern communities and the
professionals who support them. Participants will have a chance to have questions
answered by the experts. The HOA Involvement Workshop is free and light refreshments
will be provided.
Please RSVP to attend the workshop by calling Kathy Jones at (972) 230-9648 or emailing
kathy.jones@desototexas.gov.
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DESOTO HEALTH DEPARTMENT PROVIDES COURSE
FOR FOOD HANDLER CERTIFICATION
Did you know that the City of DeSoto Health
Department offers a state-approved Food Handler
Course? The City's Health Department requires anyone
who handles and serves food in a commercial kitchen to
have a valid Food Handler Certification. Any person who
does not possess a valid food handler card of an
approved course within 30 days after his or her
employment in a food establishment is not be allowed
to continue his or her employment.
Once obtained, the Food Handler certification is effective for a period of two (2) years and
may be renewed upon successful completion of additional approved refresher courses. In
order to be eligible to attend the class, pre-registration is required. Interested
participants can contact the City's Action Center to register for the Food Handler course.
The class is $10.00 per person, and a minimum of 10 students are required before the
class will start.
The Food Handler course will enable you to perform food handling functions, such as the
different factors that can cause food alteration or contamination and the possible
consequences they can have on the health of consumers. The topics of the food handling
course are prepared in accordance with the Texas Food Establishment Regulations
(TFER). The course covers the essentials of handling food:
Principles to be followed to achieve correct food hygiene
The types of contaminants and the hazards associated with food
The different types of food-borne diseases
Temperature control, conservation, and storage of food
Appropriate risk prevention and food handler’s hygiene
General cleaning and handwashing
Food information laws
For more information, please visit: https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/714/Food-HandlerTraining

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

08

FIRE DEPARTMENT STATS AND INTERNAL UPDATES
Last week, Fire and Rescue responded
to 216 calls for service requiring 317
apparatus
responses.
The
calls
averaged 35 minutes in duration for a
total of 185 hours of on-scene time.
Calls received included 145 emergency
medical calls and 1 structure fire.
With a goal of a COVID-free workforce and student base, the department obtained
Binax antigen COVID tests from the State inventory and has implemented daily testing
for shift personnel and bi-weekly testing for administration and training center
students.

DESOTO
CARES
CAMPAIGN)

(COVID

RELIEF

MARKETING

DeSoto CARES (COVID Relief Marketing
Campaign) marketing and advertising is
well underway. Have you spotted any of
our marketing materials around DeSoto?
If not, here’s a snapshot of some those
efforts. Door Hangers have been placed
on all apartment home doors and some
houses (based on demographics).
Maybe you’ve seen the City's 5 billboards while driving around town, especially around I35; however, please be safe and keep your eyes on the road! Perhaps you’ve caught a
glimpse while refueling at your local gas station. Or maybe you’ve picked up one of our
rack cards while visiting City Hall, the Library, Police, Fire, the Chamber, Parks and
Recreation, or while dining at Acapulco’s. These materials are popping up everywhere!
If you’d like to know more about free assistance programs available to DeSoto residents
and businesses, or to apply, visit http://www.desototexas.gov/2050/COVID-CARESResources---DeSoto-CARES

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

09

PARKS DEPARTMENT UPDATES AND EVENTS
WHO WANT SMOKE PRESEASON KICKOFF CLASSIC HOSTED
IN DESOTO

On July 31 through August 1, the Who Want
Smoke Fourth Preseason Kickoff Classic was
hosted in the City of DeSoto for the first time!
The DeSoto Havoc Football Board in
conjunction with the DeSoto Parks &
Recreation Department hosted 110 teams and
nearly 10,000 visitors at Curtistene S.
McCowan Park. All ten hotels in DeSoto were
sold out! DeSoto’s Football Complex is rapidly
becoming one of the most "in demand”
facilities in the country! To watch the video
click HERE.

LATINO FEST | SEPTEMBER 18

TX VS. LA FESTIVAL POSTPONED

PROJECT UPDATES

10

CONTRACT APPROVED BY CITY COUNCIL TO
PROVIDE PAVEMENT RECONSTRUCTION SERVICES
FOR 2019 ALLEY RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT
At the Tuesday, August 17 City Council Meeting, the DeSoto City Council approved a
contract with C&M Concrete Contracting in the amount of $249,035 to provide pavement
reconstruction services for the 2019 Alley Reconstruction Project. Funding for the
reconstruction of alleys is allocated every year. Alleys are selected for reconstruction
based on the condition assessments performed by the Development Services staff and
the amount of funding available each year. In the condition assessments, alleys are
graded on a scale of A (good condition) to F (poor condition). The lowest ranked alleys are
selected for reconstruction based on available funding.

Seven (7) bids were received for this project and opened publicly on May 25. C&M
Concrete Contracting submitted the lowest responsive bid in the amount of $226,395.
With contingency added, the recommended contract award amount is $249,035.
The project scope includes the alley pavement reconstruction for two (2) alley segments:
Dennis Drive - Misty Glen Drive: from Davis Drive north to West Pleasant Run Road,
including driveway aprons, sidewalk ramp reconstruction, and connections to
existing pavement.
Ray Andra Drive - Vince Lane: from Davis Drive north to West Pleasant Run Road,
including driveway aprons, sidewalk ramp reconstruction, and connections to
existing pavement.
Construction on the alleys will take place in 30-40 days.

WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS
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23

DESOTO DEVELOPMENT
CORP. BOARD MEETING |
CANCELLED

CITIZENS POLICE ADVISORY
COMMITTEE MEETING |
POLICE DEPARTMENT

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM

24

PLANNING & ZONING
MEETING | COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

27

BSW LEGISLATIVE
SESSION BREAKFAST |
BLUE BONNET ROOMS

7:30 AM - 9:00 AM

28

HOA INVOLVEMENT
WORKSHOP | COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

8:30 AM - 12:00 PM

02

KEEP DESOTO BEAUTIFUL
BOARD MEETING | DESOTO
CIVIC CENTER

6:30 PM - 7:30 pm

02

DESOTO PUBLIC LIBRARY
ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
| MULTIPURPOSE ROOM

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

11

NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & RECOGNITIONS
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August New Hires

DeSoto Welcomes New
Assistant Director of Budget, Peter James
Peter James has 25 plus years of Finance and
Accounting experience with 20 plus years of
experience in local government budgeting.
Mr. James has worked for the City of Houston,
the Territory of American Samoa, and most
recently, the City of Fort Worth. Peter's
professional background also includes stints
with Finance, Fire, Aviation, Health &
Community Services, Municipal Courts, and
Shipyard departments.
In addition to serving as chapter chair for the DFW chapter of the National Grants
Management Association, Peter has given presentations at the national conferences of
the Government Finance Officers Association and National Grants Management
Association. Peter's professional experience is complimented with professional
designation as a Certified Grants Management Specialist. Peter is excited about this new
opportunity and looks forward to serving the citizens of DeSoto.

