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2021 MAYOR'S SUMMER READING CLUB BLOCK
PARTY RECAP
The grand finale of the 2021 Mayor’s

Summer
Reading Club Block Party that occurred on
Saturday, July 31, 2021 was a huge success! All 22
members of the Library Team were present. We
had over 300 persons in attendance with 20
booths of pure joy! There were 632 registrants
(506 children and 126 adults), where participants
garnered more than 1300 book prizes. The 10
grand prizes ranged from a trike, a microscope, a
camera and several gift cards totaling more than
five hundred dollars. More than 180 participants
completed the entire program. Statistically, this
amounted to more than 13,425 minutes of reading
which equated to 224 hours. The residents of
DeSoto participated in the reading activities for
pleasure, curiosity, and leisure.

The evidence of great success of this event was plastered on the smiling faces of the
patrons who visited and enjoyed the 20 tents of books, storytelling, magic, and food. Not
only did a large number of library patrons attend and have a great time, but we also
attracted patrons from the other events happening at the same time in the area.
Many children, and a few adults,
were sporting beautiful face paint,
holding balloon animals, or eating
popcorn.
Everybody
had
a
wonderful time and many comments
were overheard about coming back
to the library to see what else they
had happening. The next event is
the Hispanic Heritage Month
activities (mid-September – mid
October).
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03

SURRENDER
On Saturday, July 31, the
City of DeSoto, DeSoto
Police, and the Dallas
County District Attorney
John Creuzot’s Office
collectively
held
a
voluntary gun surrender
event that collected 270
firearms.
The
overwhelming
turnout
was a huge success!

The gun surrender program allowed those who had an unwanted firearm in their homes
to drop them off at our new Fire Station in exchange for a $100 Walmart gift card. Similar
programs have been conducted by police departments and cities across the United States
since the late 1960’s. Staff were only expecting a small turnout but a large number of
residents from the region drove in to drop off unwanted firearms. Desoto Police will
document all received firearms in accordance with their internal records and protocols
and then run checks to verify if any of the weapons were reported as stolen.
Residents who missed the July 31 event, can
anonymously turn unwanted firearms into
DeSoto Police headquarters located at 714 E.
Beltline Road or to any police station in the area.
DeSoto Police ask that anyone wishing to turn in
a firearm should leave the weapon in their
vehicle when they drive up. Residents are asked
to notify lobby staff to speak to an officer about
turning a weapon. The assigned Police Office
will then escort the resident back to their
vehicle to secure the unwanted firearm.
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TEXAS COMMISSION GIVES SUPERIOR RATING TO
DESOTO'S WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM
DeSoto Mayor Rachel Proctor recently received the good news from the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). DeSoto’s water system is “Superior.”
In late May the Commission conducted a thorough investigation of DeSoto’s Public
Water Supply to make sure that it was functioning as it should. Not only were there
no violations, but TECQ determined that our water system continues to merit
recognition as a “Superior” system.
“For many years I have seen first-hand just how hard our Utility Services team works
to deliver water service to the residents of DeSoto,” noted Mayor Rachel Proctor. “I
am proud of the job that they do and am glad to see that the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality recognizes the ‘Superior’ system that they operate.”
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HOA INVOLVEMENT WORKSHOP | AUGUST 28
Do you serve on the board of your HOA or neighborhood
association? Do you have questions? Would you like
information from trusted sources on how to improve
operations? If your answer is yes, please make plans to join
us on Saturday, August 28 from 8:30 am to 12:00 pm at
DeSoto City Hall for the next HOA Involvement Workshop.
Information is a key element in effective neighborhood
involvement, and this workshop is designed to provide
representatives
of
DeSoto’s
neighborhood
and
homeowners’ associations with the information they need
to make their neighborhood a better and safer place to
live.
Workshop participants will receive updates on neighborhood safety, code enforcement,
sanitation and more. A highlight of the event will be special presentations by members of
the Community Associations Institute (CAI) pictured below. CAI provides information,
education, and resources to homeowner volunteers who govern communities and the
professionals who support them. Participants will have a chance to have questions
answered by the experts. The HOA Involvement Workshop is free and light refreshments
will be provided.
Please RSVP to attend the workshop by calling Kathy Jones at (972) 230-9648 or emailing
kathy.jones@desototexas.gov.
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DALLAS COUNTY HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
PROGRAM HELPS QUALIFIED RESIDENTS WITH
EMERGENCY AIR CONDITIONERS TO PROTECT
AGAINST HEAT
Summer in North Texas means
sweltering temperatures and
potentially unsafe conditions.
The heat can cause heat
cramps, heat exhaustion, heat
stroke, and even death. People
18 to 50 years old are most
affected by heat-related illness
in Dallas County.

Dallas County now provides
emergency
window
air
conditioner units to those
homes that do not have a
functional air conditioner unit.
Priority will be given to those
households with presence of
vulnerable individuals such as
children aged 5 years and
younger, disabled persons, and
elderly individuals.
If you would like to apply for the Dallas County Emergency Window Air Conditioner
Program, please contact (214) 819-1848 to request assistance with emergency air
conditioning
or
visit
the
DCHHS
Beat
The
Heat
website:
https://www.dallascounty.org/departments/dchhs/comprehensive-energyassistance-program.php
Please note that households that have at least ONE (1) functional air conditioner unit will
not be eligible for this program.
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COVID-19 RESPONSE AND VACCINATION PLAN
Ellis Davis Fieldhouse is accepting vaccination drive-ups between 1:00 pm and 4:00
pm, Monday through Saturday, until August 14. There have been a total 6,437 COVID19 cases in the City of DeSoto since the start of the Pandemic.

FIRE DEPARTMENT STATS AND INTERNAL UPDATES
The Department received 216 calls for service this week requiring 324 apparatuses
and 208 hours of on-scene time. Calls for service included 135 emergency medical
calls, and one structure fire.

DESOTO IN-DEPTH PROGRAM DEBUTS AUGUST 5
Southwest
Regional
Communications
Center (SWRCC) Managing Director Tamara
Bell and Assistant Director Jennifer Garner
joined “DeSoto In-Depth” host Matt Smith
to discuss the emergency communications
operations for the Best Southwest Cities.
This includes emergency dispatch, 9-1-1
calls, and non-emergency calls placed to
(972) 223-6111.
The program “DeSoto In-Depth” originally
started out as an outreach broadcast for
DeSoto Seniors from the Economic
Recovery Advisory Committee. Despite our
recent name change we promise the same
quality broadcast content that will take an
“in-depth” look at programs and services
vital to our residents.
View
our
August
5th
show
https://www.facebook.com/desototx/videos/1504709956531099

at
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PARKS DEPARTMENT UPDATES AND EVENTS
PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE IMPROVEMENTS AND UPDATES
Our
community
highly
utilizes
our
community pedestrian bridges. Over time,
wear and tear become apparent, and it is
time for new decking to be installed. During
the next couple of months, citizens will see
multiple bridges receiving new decking to
preserve the trail network within our
community. Pictured left is the bridge
located at the intersection of Polk and
Pleasant Run.

MEDIAN FLOWERBED RENOVATION
Many of our median Flower beds are being redesigned
and replaced with fresh mulch, rock, and flowers. This
is one of our maintenance staff's many tasks to
maintain the beauty of our city's thoroughfares.
Pictured right is the flowerbed renovation to
Westmoreland medians located near Thorntree.
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BUSINESS PLAN QUARTER 3 PROJECT UPDATES
AVAILABLE NOW ON CITY WEBSITE
Quarter 3 updates are now available online on the City of Desoto website. As part of
the City's annual budget process, key objectives and initiatives to be achieved during
the current fiscal year are identified and included in the Business Plan. Systematic
attention to the long-term strategic Plan and the immediate action Business Plan
allows the City to dedicate time and resources to important community initiatives
and drive advancement in the areas that matter most.
The City's 5-Year Strategic Plan includes seven focus areas for a better DeSoto. The
City's Annual Business Plan establishes current priorities and funding commitments.
The City of DeSoto's Business Plan encompasses 14 priority goals for FY 2021. Earlier
this week, leadership staff provided Quarter 3 metric updates for each of these goals.
To read all Q3 updates, visit
DeSoto's dedicated Business Plan
webpage, then click on the link
for each Strategic Priority. All
Work Plans will feature a status
bar that demonstrates the level of
overall
completion
in
percentages.
To download the Annual City
Council Business Plan and View Q2
Updates:
https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/1972
/Business-Plan
To watch the five-year Strategic
Plan
full
video:
https://www.desototexas.gov/Fi
veYearPlan
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DANIELDALE ROAD VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING WITH
IN-PERSON OPTION
The City of DeSoto is proposing to reconstruct and widen Danieldale Road from the
DeSoto city limits to east of Westmoreland Road in Dallas County. This notice advises
the public that the City of DeSoto will be conducting an online virtual public meeting on
the proposed project with an in-person option.
The virtual meeting will consist of a pre-recorded video presentation and will include
both audio and visual components. The virtual meeting will be held on Thursday,
August 12 at 6:30 pm and remain online through Friday, August 27 at 11:59 pm. To log
onto the virtual public meeting, go to the project website listed above any time during
the dates and times indicated above. The presentation will not be available on the
website until the earliest time and date listed above. Following the virtual public
meeting, the presentation will remain available for viewing online here:
http://www.desototexas.gov/DanieldaleRd until Friday, August 27 at 11:59 pm. If you
do not have internet access, you may call (972) 230-9609 between the hours of 8:00 am
and 5:00 pm, Monday through Friday, to ask questions and access project materials
during the project development process.
Additionally, an in-person option will also be available for individuals who would like to
participate in-person instead of online. In-person attendees will be able to view the
same presentation delivered in the online public meeting, review hard copies of project
materials, ask questions of the City of DeSoto staff and/or consultants from a socially
distanced approach, and leave written comments. The in-person option will be held on
Thursday, August 12 from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm at the City of DeSoto’s Blue Bonnet Room,
211 E Pleasant Run Road, DeSoto, TX 75115.
Written comments from the public regarding the proposed project are requested and
may be submitted by mail to the City of DeSoto Office, 211 East Pleasant Run Road,
DeSoto, TX 75115. Written comments may also be submitted by email to
Danieldale@desototexas.gov. Additionally, members of the public may call (469) 3330439 and record a verbal comment. All comments must be received on or before
Friday, August 27.
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PLANNING & ZONING
MEETING | COUNCIL
CONFERENCE ROOM

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
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DANIELDALE ROAD PROJECT
PUBLIC MEETING | BLUE
BONNET ROOMS

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

12

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
ADVISORY COMMISSION
AGENDA

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
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DESOTO CITY COUNCIL
SUMMER RETREAT |
ALLEN, TX

9:00 AM - 7:30 PM
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DESOTO CITY COUNCIL
SUMMER RETREAT |
ALLEN, TX

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
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CITY COUNCIL TOPICAL
WORK SESSION | COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

17

CITY COUNCIL MEETING |
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM
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NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & RECOGNITIONS

August New Hires
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