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DESOTO HOSTS ANNUAL EMPLOYEE LUNCHEON
WITH 90'S THEME, LIVE BAND, FOOD AND PRIZES!!!
Each year, the DeSoto City Council sets
aside time annually to serve and
appreciate City employees for all their
hard work and commitment to providing
DeSoto citizens with the highest
standard
of
government
services.
Throughout this past year, DeSoto
employees
demonstrated
their
dedication
to
public
service
by
continually serving throughout the
COVID Pandemic and Winter Storm Uri
with integrity, purpose, and focus.

Organized through the City Secretary’s
office, on July 15 the City Council and
Managing Directors came together to serve
all City employees at the Annual Employee
Luncheon held at the DeSoto Civic Center in
the Bluebonnet Rooms. This year’s theme
was a “Blast to the 90s!”. Employees were
entered into a raffle for a chance to win
some really great prizes including gift cards
and an iPad. The grand prize was a 55"
Smart TV, won by Julia McCoy, one of the
Building Services employees!
The event was catered by Big Al’s BBQ and
the Food Trap, along with Rita’s Italian Ice,
Strike-A-Pose Photobooth, and music from
The Found, a local Dallas band.
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PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST
GET WITH THE PLAN: VIEW
STRATEGIC PLANNING VIDEO

DESOTO'S

NEW

The City of DeSoto is in the
midst of implementing a fiveyear Strategic Plan designed to
improve life in our city in seven
key areas. The new video
features Mayor Rachel Proctor,
City Manager Brandon Wright,
and Deputy City Manager Isom
Cameron who walk residents
through the details of this fiveyear Strategic Plan. DeSoto's 5Year
Strategic
Plan
was
approved in December 2020 and
centers on seven focus areas
which include:
Building Trust
Image
Thriving Economy
Learning Environment

Engaged and Vibrant Community
Safe and Healthy Community
Beautiful City

To ensure that the Strategic Plan is a living document, each of the seven focus areas
includes strategic initiatives that will be used to populate the Annual City Council
Business Plan, which will guide City priorities and funding commitments for Fiscal Years
2021-2025.
Additionally, the Strategic Plan will be reviewed annually to ensure goals and objectives
are being met and evaluated every six months to ensure that the plan still adequately
reflects the needs of the City of DeSoto. You can view the full video here:
https://www.desototexas.gov/FiveYearPlan
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MAYOR'S SUMMER READING PROGRAM BLOCK
PARTY | SATURDAY, JULY 31
The DeSoto Public Library is excited to celebrate
the fantastic readers of the Mayor's Summer
Reading Club with an end of summer Block
Party! The event will take place Saturday, July 31
from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm in the breezeway in
front of the Library! Join Mayor Rachel Proctor
as she recognizes all readers and awards the
Grand Prize Winners of the 2021 Summer
Reading Program Tails and Tales. Attendees are
encouraged to stay for games, crafts,
performers, and refreshments. The event is free
and open to all ages. No registration is required.
For
more
information
visit
www.desotolibrary.info or call (972) 230-9666.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT | TUESDAY, AUGUST 3

This year’s National Night Out is scheduled for Tuesday, August 3 from 7:00 pm to 9:00
pm. Crime watch groups, homeowners associations, and neighborhood groups are
encouraged to come outside their homes that evening and join together for a show of
community support. Make plans now for your neighborhood block party or event on
National Night Out. To schedule a police or City official visit or for more information, call
Officer Jessica Ryan at (469) 658-3055.
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EARLY AT 5:00 PM AND END AT 7:00PM
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START

The Tuesday, August 3 City Council meeting will start early
so that residents, City Council, and staff can participate in
the National Night Out neighborhood activities. The Council
Work Session will start promptly at 5:00 pm, followed by the
regular City Council meeting that will start at 6:00 pm and
end at 7:00 pm.

DESOTO PROMOTES CARES ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS
WITH GAS PUMP TOPPERS AND SIGNAGE
Have you seen the new DeSoto CARES gas pump toppers
or signage? They are currently going up all over the City at
select gas stations. Scan the QR code or visit the DeSoto
CARES website to learn more or apply for assistance:
http://www.desototexas.gov/2050/COVID-CARESResources---DeSoto-CARES
DeSoto CARES is the COVID Relief Campaign for the City
of DeSoto. It encompasses all of the available pandemic
relief assistance programs available to residents and
businesses. Each program has its own eligibility criteria
and is funded by the 2020 CARES Act. To learn more about
or qualify for these assistance programs, please visit the
CARES website and click on the respective program.
Utility Assistance (DeSoto Water)
Rental Reimbursement
Vaccination Assistance
iCSI Intra-City Customer Satisfaction Initiative
Food Pantry
Wi-Fi Access at Parks

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

07

HOA INVOLVEMENT WORKSHOP | AUGUST 28
Do you you serve on the board of your
HOA or neighborhood association? Do
you have questions? Would you like
information from trusted sources on
how to improve operations? If your
answer to any of these questions is
yes, please make plans to join DeSoto
on Saturday, August 28 from 9:00 am
to 12:00 pm at DeSoto City Hall for
the next HOA Involvement Workshop.
Information is a key element in
effective neighborhood involvement,
and this workshop is designed to
provide representatives of DeSoto’s
neighborhood
and
homeowners’
associations with the information
they
need
to
make
their
neighborhood a better and safer place
to live.
A highlight of the event will be a special presentation by Community Associations
Institute (CAI). CAI provides information, education, and resources to homeowner
volunteers who govern communities and the professionals who support them.
Participants will have a chance to have questions answered by the experts. Members of
all DeSoto HOA’s and interested residents are encouraged to take part whether your
association is new or well established.
The HOA Involvement Workshop is free and light refreshments will be provided. Please
RSVP to attend the workshop by calling Kathy Jones at (972) 230-9648 or emailing
kathy.jones@desototexas.gov.
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DESOTO
ANNOUNCES
CUSTOMER
SERVICE
EXCELLENCE WORKSHOP SERIES FOR SMALL
BUSINESSES IMPACTED BY COVID
At the February 2 City Council Meeting, Council authorized the reallocation of
DeSoto's remaining COVID-19 (CARES) funding from Dallas County to support five
new programs to aid residents and businesses impacted by the pandemic.
One of the approved programs is
the
Intra-City
Customer
Satisfaction Initiative, a partnership
between several entities including
Dallas College, City of DeSoto, the
DeSoto Development Corporation,
and the DeSoto Chamber of
Commerce. The purpose of the
program is to establish a customer
service
training
module
for
businesses in the Best Southwest
region. The program is designed to
equip small business owners with
virtual customer training modules
that focus on adapting to new
service delivery models in a postpandemic environment.
The Customer Service Training modules are two-part, 90-minute virtual sessions.
Session One started Tuesday, June 8 and Session Two begins Tuesday, August 3. For
additional information about the workshops, please contact LaKesha Raynor at Dallas
College lraynor@dcccd.edu.
Those interested in Session Two beginning August 3 can register using the following
link: http://bit.ly/iCSI080321
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COVID-19 RESPONSE AND VACCINATION PLAN
Ellis Davis Fieldhouse is accepting vaccination drive-ups between 1:00 pm and 4:00 pm,
Monday through Saturday, until August 14. There have been a total 6,275 COVID-19 cases,
up 30 cases from last week, affecting 3,701 residences reported in DeSoto during the
span of the pandemic.

FIRE DEPARTMENT STATS AND INTERNAL UPDATES
The Department received 180 calls for service this week requiring 271 apparatuses and
170 hours of on-scene time. The DeSoto Fire Training Center completed the June
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) class of 20 students. The July Firefighter Academy
started with 20 students and will conclude in October.

DESOTO BOY SCOUT REACHES OUT
POLICE THROUGH SERVICE PROJECT

TO

LOCAL

DeSoto's own Noah
Bordeaux hopes to
change
perceptions
and
break
down
barriers with his Eagle
Scout Project. Noah's
project aims to reduce
obstructions
in
communications and
tensions
between
residents and police.
Noah began with personally thanking the DeSoto Police Department by compiling gift
bags for police officers. Noah gathered with volunteers on Saturday, July 17 at the
DeSoto Recreation Center to put all the goodie bags together and delivered them to
police on Tuesday, July 21. The gift bags included hand sanitizer, coffee packages, and
snacks! To learn more, you can check out the feature article about Noah's endeavors by
visiting the Dallas Morning News. Thank you Noah for supporting DeSoto PD!!
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PARKS DEPARTMENT UPDATES AND EVENTS
SOUTHWEST WOLVERINES HOSTED MEMORIAL SHOWCASE
The
Southeast
Wolverines
Football Organization hosted the
Wes
Memorial
Football
Showcase this weekend at
Meadow
Creek
Football
Complex. A total of 85 teams
from all over the state of Texas
participated in this event. Games
were played on Saturday, July 17
and Sunday, July 18. The ages
were 5 yrs. old, who played flag
games, up to 14 yrs.

YOUTH MASTERPIECE STUDIO ART LAB
Parks and Recreation partnered with Masterpiece Studio Art Lab to provide "Hands on
Art Education" to the youth in the DeSoto community. The program was a Themed Art
workshop designed to provide youth an introduction to “Hands on Art” and an
appreciation for Arts Culture. The Youth Masterpiece Studio Art Lab program is
significant because it also strengthens communication skills by allowing youth to
communicate in a different personal language and promotes mental health wellness
through hands-on art projects.
The Theme for this workshop
was “Black and White”. The
workshop is geared toward
youth ages 7 to 14 and
conducted at the Recreation
Center. The second session
took place on July 14 with 10
participants and on July 15
with 7 participants.
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DANIELDALE ROAD VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING WITH
IN-PERSON OPTION
The City of DeSoto is proposing to reconstruct and widen Danieldale Road from the
DeSoto City Limits to East of Westmoreland Road in Dallas County. This notice advises
the public that the City of DeSoto will be conducting an online virtual public meeting on
the proposed project with an in-person option.
The virtual meeting will consist of a pre-recorded video presentation and will include
both audio and visual components. The virtual meeting will be held on Thursday,
August 12 at 6:30 pm and remain online through Friday, August 27 at 11:59 pm. To log
onto the virtual public meeting, go to the project website listed above any time during
the dates and times indicated above. The presentation will not be available on the
website until the earliest time and date listed above. Following the virtual public
meeting, the presentation will remain available for viewing online here:
http://www.desototexas.gov/DanieldaleRd until Friday, August 27 at 11:59 pm. If you
do not have internet access, you may call (972) 230-9609 between the hours of 8:00 am
and 5:00 pm, Monday through Friday, to ask questions and access project materials
during the project development process.
Additionally, an in-person option will also be available for individuals who would like to
participate in-person instead of online. In-person attendees will be able to view the
same presentation delivered in the online public meeting, review hard copies of project
materials, ask questions of the City of DeSoto staff and/or consultants from a socially
distanced approach, and leave written comments. The in-person option will be held on
Thursday, August 12 from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm at the City of DeSoto’s Blue Bonnet Room,
211 E Pleasant Run Road, DeSoto, TX 75115.
Written comments from the public regarding the proposed project are requested and
may be submitted by mail to the City of DeSoto Office, 211 East Pleasant Run Road,
DeSoto, TX 75115. Written comments may also be submitted by email to
Danieldale@desototexas.gov. Additionally, members of the public may call (469) 3330439 and record a verbal comment. All comments must be received on or before
Friday, August 27.
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HAMPTON ROAD PUBLIC MEETING | AUGUST 5
A joint Hampton Road City Council and Steering Committee Meeting will be held on
Thursday, August 5 at 6:00 pm in the Council Chambers at the Jim Baugh
Government Center, located at 211 East Pleasant Run Road, DeSoto, TX.
Staff will present a summary of the stakeholder engagement feedback, including the
data collected from the City Council, Steering Committee, Focus Group, on-line
Survey Monkey survey, and the in-person Town Center Outreach survey. Based on
this feedback, the roadway scenario preferences (2-, 3-, or 4-lanes) will be presented
including details of what streetscape elements that were deemed as important (e.g.
buffered bike lanes, wide sidewalk, on-street parking, additional landscaping, etc.).

The consultant will then provide a brief presentation reviewing the roadway scenarios
(2-, 3-, or 4-lanes). The purpose of this meeting is to come away with a preferred
scenario so that the consultant may begin the next phase of the project, primarily
putting together the corridor framework plan based on the preferred scenario.
If you have any general questions or concerns regarding the proposed project or
virtual meeting or in‐person option, please contact Crystal Owens, P.E., DeSoto's
Development Services Managing Director at Danieldale@desototexas.gov.
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CITY COUNCIL VOTES UNANIMOUSLY TO PASS
RESOLUTIONS TO RENAME DESOTO PARKS AFTER
TWO BELOVED DESOTO PUBLIC SERVANTS
At the Tuesday, July 20 City
Council Meeting, the City
Council voted unanimously
to
rename
DeSoto’s
Meadowcreek
Park
to
Curtistene S. McCowan
Park and to present a
request to Dallas County to
rename the
Windmill
Nature Preserve to Paul
Dryer Nature Preserve.
Per the City's new Facility Naming Policy, requests were recently received and reviewed
to rename the two DeSoto Parks after two beloved and dedicated public servants.
Meadow Creek Park at 1400 S Uhl Road will now be named Curtistene S. McCowan Park,
and a recommendation has been sent to Dallas County to rename Windmill Nature
Preserve as Paul Dryer Nature Preserve.
The Park Board reviewed both renaming requests at its June 7 meeting and voted in favor
of both park renamings. Curtistene S. McCowan Park is in honor of the late Mayor
Curtistene S. McCowan. Mayor McCowan served the residents of DeSoto faithfully for
over 30 years and made lasting and significant contributions in service to the
community. The Paul Dryer Nature Preserve, located at 1410 N Duncanville Road, is in
honor of current resident, Paul Dryer who has lived in DeSoto since 1967. Mr. Dryer is a
30-year dedicated volunteer of the Windmill Hill Nature Preserve and its preservation
and restoration. During this time, he has organized massive clean-up efforts and
performed routine maintenance to ensure the sustainability of the Preserve. Consistent
with the City's naming policies, City Council approved both resolutions in honor of
Mayor McCowan and Paul Dryer. Dallas County owns the Windmill Nature Preserve, so
the City's request has been forwarded to them for continued consideration.

WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS

JULY - AUGUST 2021
26

DESOTO DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION | COUNCIL
CONFERENCE ROOM

9:00 AM

26

CITIZENS POLICE ADVISORY
COMMITTEE | POLICE STATION

6:30 PM

27

PLANNING & ZONING MEETING |
COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

02

PARK BOARD MEETING |
DESOTO CIVIC CENTER

6:00 PM

03

CITY COUNCIL MEETING |
COUNCIL CHAMBERS (NEW
START TIME)

5:00 - 7:00 PM

05

HAMPTON ROAD REDEVELOPMENT
PROJECT PUBLIC MEETING |
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM
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PLANNING & ZONING MEETING
| COUNCIL CONFERENCE
ROOM

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

16

CITY COUNCIL TOPICAL
WORK SESSION | COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

6:00 PM
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