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BEST SOUTHWEST FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION
This past Sunday, the Cities of DeSoto
and Lancaster joined forces for the
annual 4th of July Celebration in
Lancaster. Both cities were unable to
hold the festivities in 2020 when the
pandemic
prevented
in-person
gatherings but were ready to welcome
this year’s celebration! The City of
Lancaster and the City of DeSoto
partner together to provide a fun and
safe 4th of July events, rotating
locations between the two cities.
Close to 5,000 individuals attended the celebration at Helen Giddings Amphitheater in
Lancaster, where there was an entire evening filled with games, vendors, and live music
from Grammy Award Winning Artist Fred Hammond that kept families engaged. The
night ended with a firework show that lit up both cities. Thank you Lancaster!
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MAYOR'S SUMMER READING PROGRAM BLOCK
PARTY | SATURDAY, JULY 31
The DeSoto Public Library is excited to
celebrate the fantastic readers of the Mayor's
Summer Reading Club with an end of summer
Block Party! The event will take place Saturday,
July 31 from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm in the
breezeway in front of the Library! Join Mayor
Rachel Proctor as she recognizes all readers
and awards the Grand Prize Winners of the
2021 Summer Reading Program Tails and Tales.
Attendees are encouraged to stay for games,
crafts, performers, and refreshments. The event
is free and open to all ages. No registration is
required.
For
more
information
visit
www.desotolibrary.info or call (972) 230-9666.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT | TUESDAY, AUGUST 3

This year’s National Night Out is scheduled for Tuesday, August 3 from 7:00 pm to 9:00
pm. Crime watch groups, homeowners associations, and neighborhood groups are
encouraged to come outside their homes that evening and join together for a show of
community support. Make plans now for your neighborhood block party or event on
National Night Out. To schedule a police or City official visit or for more information, call
Officer Jessica Ryan at (469) 658-3055.
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The City of DeSoto wants your participation in
this year’s Civic Academy, which is scheduled to
begin Thursday, August 12.
The Civic Academy is a series of eleven
educational sessions designed to teach DeSoto
citizens about their government. Participants
will learn about DeSoto's history, tour City
facilities, get a behind-the-scenes look at each
department and the services offered, and
experience first-hand the equipment used to
provide these services. The Civic Academy also
affords the opportunity to meet department
heads one-on-one.
Any DeSoto resident 18years of age or older and willing to commit the time necessary to
complete this informative, interesting, and intense program is eligible to participate.
The sessions are FREE and include all supplies and dinner for participants. The sessions
will be held on eleven consecutive Thursday evenings beginning August 12 through
October 21 from 5:45 pm to 8:30 pm. A graduation ceremony honoring participants who
successfully complete the program will be held at the Tuesday, November 2 City
Council Meeting.
To attend, simply complete the online Civic Academy Application at:
https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/FormCenter/Government-8/DeSoto-Civic-AcademyApplication-157.
All applications must be filled out online. The Civic Academy is open to the first 25
eligible DeSoto citizens who submit completed applications. For more information,
contact Kimberly Garduno at (972) 230-9690 or email kgarduno@desototexas.gov.
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HOA INVOLVEMENT WORKSHOP | AUGUST 28
Do you you serve on the board of your HOA
or neighborhood association? Do you have
questions? Would you like information from
trusted sources on how to improve
operations? If your answer to any of these
questions is yes, please make plans to join
DeSoto on Saturday, August 28 from 9:00 am
to 12:00 pm at DeSoto City Hall for the next
HOA Involvement Workshop.
Information is a key element in effective neighborhood involvement and this workshop
is designed to provide representatives of DeSoto’s neighborhood and homeowners’
associations with the information they need to make their neighborhood a better and
safer place to live.
A highlight of the event will be a special presentation by Community Associations
Institute (CAI). CAI provides information, education, and resources to homeowner
volunteers who govern communities and the professionals who support them.
Participants will have a chance to have questions answered by the experts. Members of
all DeSoto HOA’s and interested residents are encouraged to take part whether your
association is new or well established.
The HOA Involvement Workshop is free and light refreshments will be provided. Please
RSVP to attend the workshop by calling (972) 230-9648 or emailing
kathy.jones@desototexas.gov.

COVID-19 RESPONSE AND VACCINATION PLAN
Ellis Davis Fieldhouse is accepting vaccination drive-ups between 1:00 pm and
4:00 pm, Monday through Saturday, until August 14.

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

06

IMAGINE DESOTO | CULTURAL ARTS MASTER PLAN
The DeSoto City Council recently adopted a
Community Cultural Arts Master Plan that
creates a roadmap for revamping and
revitalizing DeSoto’s arts and cultural sector.
The DeSoto Arts Commission is working with
consultants to make their vision to become the
epicenter for arts and culture in the region a
reality by enabling the presentation of arts and
cultural experiences that build relationships and
strengthen the DeSoto community. Exciting
things are planned for the coming months as we
work to invest in the arts.
Look for announcements regarding grant opportunities for local artists on the
www.ArtsDeSoto.com website and in the next edition of the City Lights newsletter. The
DeSoto Arts Commission is compiling an artists registry in anticipation of this grant
process. If you would like to be a part of this registry or for more information, please call
Kathy Jones at (972) 230-9648 or send an email to kathy.jones@desototexas.gov.

NEED WATER BILL ASSISTANCE? APPLY NOW!
There is still funding available for DeSoto
residents who have been financially impacted by
the pandemic and need assistance with paying
their water bills. In February, the City partnered
with The MINT Foundation to create the Utility
Billing Assistance Program. The Utility Billing
Assistance Program provides up to six months or
$1,000 of funding to apply to water bills. To apply,
call The MINT Foundation at (972) 224-7200, apply
in-person at 1604 Falcon Drive or online app:
https://www.zoomgrants.com/gprop2.asp?
donorid=2367&rfpid=3370
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DESOTO
ANNOUNCES
CUSTOMER
SERVICE
EXCELLENCE WORKSHOP SERIES FOR SMALL
BUSINESSES IMPACTED BY COVID
At the February 2 City Council Meeting, Council authorized the reallocation of
DeSoto's remaining COVID-19 (CARES) funding from Dallas County to support five
new programs to aid residents and businesses impacted by the pandemic.
One of the approved programs is
the
Intra-City
Customer
Satisfaction Initiative, a partnership
between several entities including
Dallas College, City of DeSoto, the
DeSoto Development Corporation,
and the DeSoto Chamber of
Commerce. The purpose of the
program is to establish a customer
service
training
module
for
businesses in the Best Southwest
region. The program is designed to
equip small business owners with
virtual customer training modules
that focus on adapting to new
service delivery models in a postpandemic environment.
The Customer Service Training modules are two-part, 90-minute virtual sessions.
Session One started Tuesday, June 8 and Session Two begins Tuesday, August 3. For
additional information about the workshops, please contact LaKesha Raynor at Dallas
College lraynor@dcccd.edu.
Those interested in Session Two beginning August 3 can register using the following
link: http://bit.ly/iCSI080321
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PARKS DEPARTMENT UPDATES AND EVENTS
WORLD SERIES BASEBALL TOURNAMENT | JULY 7-11
Texas Tournament Baseball
will be hosting the United
States
Specialty
Sports
Association (USSSA) World
Series Baseball Tournament
from July 7 to July 11 at the
Grimes Baseball Complex 501
E. Wintergreen Road.
Tournament games will be played throughout the metroplex and featuring teams from
all of the United States. DeSoto will be hosting the 11 AAA and 7 open age divisions. In
the 11 AAA divisions, teams will be traveling from Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma as well
as Texas. Good luck to all of the teams, and welcome to DeSoto!

DESOTO RANCH NATURE TRAIL | CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
Desoto Ranch Nature
Trail repairs are ongoing
with
construction
equipment working all
along
the
trail.
Additional silt fencing is
being
installed
to
mitigate runoff from the
new development and to
protect the trail. The
repairs
will
be
completed in a couple of
weeks. Stay tuned for
updates!
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WINTERGREEN ROAD CLOSURE UNTIL JULY 20, 2021

Construction is progressing on the Wintergreen Road intersection realignment project
located at the DeSoto-Duncanville-Cedar Hill city limit near Costco. The project is a
multi-agency collaboration with the City of DeSoto, City of Cedar Hill, City of
Duncanville, and Dallas County as project partners. Dallas County is overseeing the
project construction.
Effective Tuesday, July 6, Wintergreen Road is closed between Primrose Lane and
Duncanville Road in connection with the on-going construction. The road is expected
to be closed for 2 weeks until July 20.
Access to the smaller Windmill Hill Preserve parking lot located on Wintergreen Road,
approximately 1,000 feet west of Primrose Lane, will be available during the road
closure. Park patrons should access the parking lot by way of Cockrell Hill Road.
Overall project construction is estimated to be completed in the early fall. For additional
questions or concerns, please contact Development Services at (972) 230-9610.
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PROJECT UPDATES
PROPOSED CITY BUDGET AND TOWN HALL
MEETING SCHEDULE

A series of budget trainings and town
hall meetings are scheduled throughout
the month of July conducted by
Director of Financial Services, Tracy
Cormier, who will present the proposed
Fiscal Year 2022 Budget.
These meetings are designed for DeSoto
residents to weigh in on how their tax
dollars are spent and provide valuable
guidance for the City Manager and City
Council.

Remaining FY22 Budget Meetings
July 22, 2021 at 6:00 PM
City
Council
Budget
Workshop
Review
Proposed Budget
July 23, 2021 at 9:00 AM
City
Council
Budget
Workshop
Review
Proposed Budget

The Council will vote on the budget in September after a series of public meetings. The
fiscal year begins October 1. The proposed budget and business plan are built around
supporting the City Council's seven focus areas: Building Trust, Image, Thriving
Economy, Learning Environment, Engaged and Vibrant Community, Safe and Healthy
Community, and Beautiful City. Click here to download the Five-year Strategic Plan:
https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/2018/Strategic-Plan.
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CDBG ANNUAL ACTION PLAN TOWN HALL MEETINGS
AND 2021 PRIORITY NEEDS SURVEY
The City of Desoto will host two more meetings
to seek input from residents about DeSoto's
future community and public service needs. The
information received at these meetings will be
used in the preparation of the 2021-2022 Annual
Action Plan for use of Community Development
Block Grant Funds and be submitted to the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD).
CDBG Annual Action Plan Town Hall Meetings
July 9, 2021 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Meeting Style: In-person
Location - City Council Chambers
July 12, 2021 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Meeting Style: In-person
Location - Senior Activity Center
If anyone is unable to attend either event, they can watch a recording of the June 2 Town
Hall meeting by clicking this YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=alXBMPQWT8s
In addition to attending the Town Hall meetings, residents can provide feedback by
completing the 2021 Annual Plan Community Needs Online Survey. The survey features 11
categories ranging from Public Services, Economic Development, Infrastructure and
Housing
priorities.
Click
here
to
complete
the
survey:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/priorityneeds.
At the end of the month, staff will combine written comments, community feedback and
all surveys in a report that will be presented to City Council at the July 20 City Council
Meeting. For additional information, please visit the City's CDBG page:
https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/1779/Community-Development-Block-Grant
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CDBG ANNUAL ACTION PLAN TOWN
HALL | COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

12

12

13

CDBG ANNUAL ACTION PLAN TOWN
HALL | SENIOR ACTIVITY CENTER

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
PARK BOARD MEETING | DESOTO
CIVIC CENTER

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM
JOINT DESOTO DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION & CITY COUNCIL
MEETING | COUNCIL CONFERENCE
ROOM

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

19

CITY COUNCIL TOPICAL WORK
SESSION | COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

20

22

23

CITY COUNCIL MEETING |
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM
CITY COUNCIL BUDGET
WORKSHOP | COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
CITY COUNCIL BUDGET
WORKSHOP (CONTINUED) |
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
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