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The Best Southwest Cities of DeSoto, Cedar Hill, Duncanville, and Lancaster have
been coming together since 2004 to hold a joint celebration of the Juneteenth
holiday in a different member city each year. DeSoto settled for a virtual celebration
in 2020 when the Pandemic prevented large in-person gatherings, but was proud to
serve as the event’s host City for 2021 when the four-city joint tradition resumed on
Saturday, June 19, 2021.
The Best Southwest Cities celebration came just one day after US President Joe
Biden signed legislation making Juneteenth a Federal Holiday. The bill proposing the
holiday passed the US Senate unanimously and was then approved by the US House
of Representatives on a vote of 415 to 14 before arriving at the President’s desk. The
importance of this action was not lost on the Best Southwest event’s key
participants.
Close to 6,800 participants from across the Metroplex and neighboring states
attended Saturday’s celebration in Grimes Park despite 95 degree temperatures and
intense sun from a cloudless sky. Most attendees heeded organizers cautions to
drink plenty of water and bring something to shade themselves from the sun.
DeSoto Fire Rescue reported virtually no heat-related illnesses, and the only people
experiencing light-headedness seemed to be the concertgoers who were
“swooning” to R&B legend and former Shalamar lead singer Howard Hewett.
In terms of local familiar faces, Texas State Representative Carl O. Sherman Sr.
attended Saturday’s celebration as did DeSoto Mayor Rachel L. Proctor and the
DeSoto City Council, Duncanville Mayor Barry L. Gordon and the Duncanville City
Council, Lancaster Mayor Clyde C. Hairston, and the Lancaster City Council, and
Cedar Hill Mayor Pro Tem Alan E. Sims and the Cedar Hill City Council. DeSoto ISD
Superintendent Dr. D’Andre Weaver and new ISD School Board President DeAndrea
Fleming also joined in the celebration. All in all, there were 52 dignitaries in
attendance.

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST
CONTINUED....
A total of 14 food vendors were on hand for the Best Southwest Juneteenth
Celebration and four of them sold out completely. Snow Cones and nonalcoholic pineapple drinks served in hollowed-out pineapples went quickly as
did Southern-Style entrees and BBQ which is traditionally in demand on
Juneteenth. 41 merchandise, craft, and information vendors also kept very
busy during the celebration.
Special thanks to Senior Pastor Marcus D. King of Disciple Central
Community Church (DC3) in DeSoto for the use of his parking lot, and also to
STAR Transit for providing the shuttle service from DC3 to the event site at
Grimes Park. The Best Southwest Juneteenth Celebration shifts to the City of
Lancaster in 2022 and the City of Duncanville will follow them in the rotation
as the host city in 2023.
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EMPLOYEE APPRECIATION LUNCHEON CELEBRATES
"WINTER SOLIDERS"
The Winter Storm that hit our region back in February made life miserable for DeSoto
and all of our neighbors. DFW area roads became treacherous or impassible, homes
lost power due to storm damage or extreme precautionary outages, temperatures
plummeted in residences, and uninsulated pipes in many structures froze or burst,
causing extended water outages or water damage. DeSoto’s Municipal Employees
were subject to the same hardships that our residents experienced, but that didn’t
stop many of them from making it into work and doing whatever was needed to
provide relief and make things as safe as possible. Some stayed away from home for
several days but felt that was necessary to keep residents safe until the crisis had
passed.
While we could never fully repay them for going above and beyond at a time when it
was desperately needed, DeSoto City Management and DeSoto’s Mayor and City
Council came together in the City Council Chambers on June 16th to recognize the
workers who were identified by their supervisors as being the best of the best when
times were at their worst.
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CONTINUED...
Each honored worker was given a handshake and heartfelt thanks from Mayor Rachel
Proctor, her colleagues on the DeSoto City Council, and City Manager Brandon Wright
and his senior management team. They also handed a small gift card to say thanks and
a steaming plate of delicious BBQ from Big Daddy’s for a job well done!
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RIDERS CAN PURCHASE STAR TRANSIT MONTHLY &
DAY PASSES WITH MOBILE FARE APP "GOPASS"
STAR Transit has joined the GoPass app network,
allowing riders to purchase monthly and day passes
that can be used on fixed routes and STARNow.
Single ride passes are also available! The app allows
users to plan a trip, pay for the pass, and store until
ready for use.
A 31-day pass for fixed routes is $48. A day pass is $3
while the single ride ticket stays $1. Fixed route trips
are free for seniors 60+, veterans and/or disabled
riders with a STAR Transit reduced fare ID. Children
under 12 also ride free with a fare paying adult.

Regional Mobility
GoPass is not available for demand-response rides, only fixed routes. Route 501 is
Desoto's fixed route service and is operated by STAR Transit. Route 501 services the
industrial park with stops located at Kohl's e-fulfillment Center, Wal-Mart Distribution
and the DeSoto Town Center. Route 501 connects DeSoto riders to cities located in the
inland port area with transfer points at The Crossing Shopping Center and the UNT
Dallas Station.
No reservations are required. There are set pick up and drop off times for this service.
Riders should be at their stops and prepared to board three to five minutes before the
scheduled departure time. All mobility devices are accommodated. Transportation
Schedule for Route 501 is Monday – Friday 4:45 a.m. – 9:36 a.m., 2:45 p.m. – 6:36 p.m.
The Go Pass app is free on the App Store and Google Play. Go to www.STARtransit.org
or call 877-631-5278 for more information about the GoPass app. For DeSoto transit info
please visit: https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/1844/Transportation.

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

07

NEED WATER BILL ASSISTANCE? APPLY NOW!
There is still funding available for DeSoto residents
who have been financially impacted by the
pandemic and need assistance with paying their
water bills. In February, the City partnered with The
MINT Foundation to create the Utility Billing
Assistance Program. The Utility Billing Assistance
Program provides up to six (6) months or $1,000
that can be applied to water bills. To apply, call The
MINT Foundation at (972) 224-7200 or apply inperson at 1604 Falcon Drive DeSoto, TX.

STAR TRANSIT CLOSED | JULY 4 & JULY 5
In observance of Independence Day, STAR Transit
will be closed Sunday, July 4 and Monday, July 5.
Therefore, no transit service will operate Sunday,
July 4 and Monday, July 5. This includes: Demand
Response Service, Fixed Route Service and GoLink
Operated by STAR Transit. Services will resume
regular operation on Tuesday, July, 6. For more
information please call (877) 631-5278 or visit
www.STARTransit.org.

NO WEEKLY UPDATE REPORT | FRIDAY, JULY 2
In observance of the Fourth of July
Holiday there will be no CMO Weekly
Update on Friday, July 2. The DeSoto
Town Center will be closed on Monday,
July 5. Therefore, the next CMO Weekly
Update will be available on Friday, July 9,
2021. Please have a safe and blessed July 4!
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DESOTO
ANNOUNCES
CUSTOMER
SERVICE
EXCELLENCE WORKSHOP SERIES FOR SMALL
BUSINESSES IMPACTED BY COVID
At the February 2 City Council Meeting, Council authorized the reallocation of
DeSoto's remaining COVID-19 (CARES) funding from Dallas County to support five
new programs to aid residents and businesses impacted by the pandemic.
One of the approved programs is
the
Intra-City
Customer
Satisfaction Initiative, a partnership
between several entities including
Dallas College, City of DeSoto, the
DeSoto Development Corporation,
and the DeSoto Chamber of
Commerce. The purpose of the
program is to establish a customer
service
training
module
for
businesses in the Best Southwest
region. The program is designed to
equip small business owners with
virtual customer training modules
that focus on adapting to new
service delivery models in a postpandemic environment.
The Customer Service Training modules are two-part, 90-minute virtual sessions.
Session One started Tuesday, June 8 and Session Two begins Tuesday, August 3. For
additional information about the workshops, please contact LaKesha Raynor at Dallas
College lraynor@dcccd.edu.
Those interested in Session Two beginning August 3 can register using the following
link: http://bit.ly/iCSI080321
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CIVIC ACADEMY BEGINS AUGUST 12 | SIGN-UP NOW!!
The City of DeSoto wants your participation in
this year’s Civic Academy, which is scheduled to
begin Thursday, August 12, 2021.
The Civic Academy is a series of eleven
educational sessions designed to teach DeSoto
citizens about their government. Participants
will learn about DeSoto's history, tour City
facilities, get a behind-the-scenes look at each
department and the services offered, and
experience first-hand the equipment used to
provide these services. The Civic Academy also
affords the opportunity to meet department
heads one-on-one.
Any DeSoto resident, 18 or older, willing to commit the time necessary to complete this
informative, interesting, and intense program is eligible to participate. The sessions are
FREE and include all supplies and dinner for participants. The sessions will be held on
eleven consecutive Thursday evenings beginning August 12 - October 21, from 5:45 pm
to 8:30 pm.
To
attend,
simply
complete
the
online
Civic
Academy
Application:
https://www.desototexas.gov/CivicAcademy. All applications must be filled out
online. The Civic Academy is open to the first 25 DeSoto citizens who submit completed
applications.
For more information please contact Kimberly Garduno at 972-230-9690 or email kgarduno@desototexas.gov.

COVID-19 RESPONSE AND VACCINATION PLAN
Ellis Davis Fieldhouse is accepting vaccination drive-ups between 1:00 pm and
4:00 pm, Monday through Saturday.
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PARKS DEPARTMENT UPDATES AND EVENTS
DESOTO NITRO TRACK CLUB LAYS FOUNDATION FOR
RISING STARS
What do these two young ladies have in
common? They both are UIL High School
State Track Champions and they started
their track career with the DeSoto Nitro
Track Club.
Sha ‘Carri Richardson recently qualified for
the upcoming Olympics in Tokyo, Japan, has
been dubbed the fastest woman in the
world! She began her illustrious track career
with DeSoto Nitro Track Club from 2010
through 2017.

Trinity Kirk, a DeSoto High
School Track Star, competed
with DeSoto Nitro Track Club
from 2007 through 2020. Trinity
graduated from DeSoto High
School's Class of 2021 and is
considering
offers
from
Oklahoma and Texas Christian
University. Mr. Byron Kirk, father
of Trinity, has been a pillar in our
community and is responsible for
training both athletes in addition
to many others.
The Parks & Recreation Staff would like to recognize Mr. Byron Kirk for his
commitment to serving youth in our community!
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PROJECT UPDATES
PROPOSED CITY BUDGET AND TOWN HALL
MEETING SCHEDULE

A series of budget trainings and town
hall
meetings
are
scheduled
throughout the month of July
conducted by Director of Financial
Services, Tracy Cormier, who will
present the proposed Fiscal Year 2021
Budget.
These meetings are designed for
DeSoto residents to weigh in on how
their tax dollars are spent and
provide valuable guidance for the
City Manager and City Council.

FY21 Budget Meetings
July 8, 2021 at 6:00 PM
City
Council
Workshop
Proposed Budget
July 22, 2021 at 6:00 PM
City
Council
Workshop
Proposed Budget
July 23, 2021 at 9:00 AM
City
Council
Workshop
Proposed Budget

Budget
Present

Budget
Review

Budget
Review

The Council will vote on the budget in September after a series of public meetings. The
fiscal year begins October 1. The proposed budget and business plan are built around
supporting the City Council's seven focus areas: Building Trust, Image, Thriving
Economy, Learning Environment, Engaged and Vibrant Community, Safe and Healthy
Community, and Beautiful City. Click here to download the Five-year Strategic Plan:
https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/2018/Strategic-Plan.

WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS

JUNE - JULY 2021
28

CITIZENS POLICE
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING | TRAINING ROOM

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM

29

CODE ENFORCEMENT EYES
& EARS PROGRAM | BLUE
BONNET ROOMS

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

01

JOINT CITY COUNCIL
AND SCHOOL BOARD
MEETING

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

06

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
| COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

08

CITY COUNCIL BUDGET
MEETING | COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

09

CDBG ANNUAL ACTION
PLAN TOWN HALL |
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
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NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & RECOGNITIONS
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DeSoto Welcomes New Economic
Development Director, Matt Carlson
The City of Desoto welcomes a new Economic
Development Director, Matt Carlson! Mr. Carlson will
officially join the City's team Tuesday, June 29. He
replaces Joe Newman who is retiring from the City of
DeSoto.
Mr. Carlson joins the City of DeSoto after leading
Parker, Colorado’s economic development efforts for
the past seven years. In that role he oversaw all
activities related to business recruitment, business
retention and expansion, greenfield and redevelopment
activities, marketing and workforce development. Prior
to joining the Town of Parker, Matt led the economic
efforts of several large communities in the Midwest and
Southeastern United States.
With more than 20 years of experience in economic/community development and
strategy management consulting, his expertise includes business recruitment and
assistance, international business development, strategic planning, site location
assistance and private real estate development.
He has served on the Boards of numerous industry and non-profit organizations, engaged
in national level economic development as well as numerous local civic organizations.
Matt holds a bachelor's degree in Management Sciences from Pepperdine University and
a Master of Business Administration from the Goizueta School of Business at Emory
University in Atlanta, Georgia. He is also one of only 1300 individuals worldwide to hold
the International Economic Development Council’s designation of Certified Economic
Developer. Welcome to DeSoto!

