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ONE DESOTO COMES TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE
JUSTICE AND UNITY
The murder of George Floyd by
Minneapolis Police Officer Derek Chauvin
in May of 2020 evoked worldwide outrage
and national protests. It shook our nation
to its core. When it became clear that a
verdict in the prosecution of Mr. Chauvin
would soon be handed down, the civic
partnership of One DeSoto worked
together to determine the best and safest
forum to bring the people of DeSoto
together to participate in the history of
that moment. Wednesday’s One DeSoto
Justice March was the result.
One DeSoto is a collaboration of leaders from our schools, our faith community, City
Government, Chamber of Commerce, and our public safety first responders. More than
100 members of the DeSoto Community gathered under this leadership for the One
DeSoto Justice March on Wednesday evening, April 21, in front of the Disciple Central
Community Church (DC3) on Polk Street.
DC3’s Pastor Marcus King welcomed the gathering. His colleague, Senior Pastor Epps
of the Community Missionary Baptist Church, gave a rousing opening prayer. The
gathering was then energized by youth speakers, Jamison McBride, Kiley Brown, and
Joshlyn Parker.
The march stepped off onto the Southbound lanes of Polk Street around 6:30 PM and
for the next half hour, the One DeSoto group marched side by side with the
community and our proud and reliable first responders (DPD, DFR, and SWRCC) to
DeSoto Police Headquarters on Belt Line. Marchers were frequently encouraged by
Northbound motorists shouting support from their passing cars and honking their
horns in a friendly manner. They even picked up a few stragglers along the way.
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ONE DESOTO CONTINUED...
Upon arrival, a second speaking presentation began on the steps of DeSoto Police
Headquarters. Youth participants spoke first with a poem by Trinity Gardner and
thoughts from Michelle Kalu. School Board President, Amanda Sargent, unexpectedly
started her poignant comments with a song. Longtime DeSoto favorite Rachel Webb
walked to the microphone and moved everyone with a flawless rendition of “Lift Every
Voice and Sing.”
Other powerful voices of our community who helped wind down the Justice March
included DeSoto ISD Superintendent Dr. D’Andre Weaver, DeSoto Chief of Police Joe
Costa, DeSoto Mayor Rachel Proctor, and finally a deep and stirring closing prayer
from Senior Pastor Curt Krohn of DeSoto’s Faith Bible Church.
When DeSoto has faced difficult times in the past, we have come together to find
comfort and strength. That’s how One DeSoto was formed and that’s how the
community spent Wednesday’s Justice March.
Coming together makes us stronger, makes us better. It makes us One DeSoto.
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NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION & EARLY VOTING
DATES
To the Registered Voters of the City of DeSoto, Texas:
A General Election is hereby ordered to be held on May 1, 2021
to elect:
Councilmember Place 6
Councilmember Place 7
Early Voting and Election Day voting will be conducted at
Disciple Central Community Church (Youth Room) located at
901 North Polk Street, Suite 101, DeSoto, Texas 75115.

Applications for ballot by mail shall be mailed to the Early Voting Clerk: Michael
Scarpello, Dallas County Elections Administrator, 1520 Round Table Drive, Dallas, Texas
75247. Applications for ballot by mail must have been received no later than the close of
business on Tuesday, April 20, 2021.
A ballot that is mailed or delivered by common or contract carrier, but does not
have a postmark or delivery receipt, must be received by the early voting clerk by
7:00 pm on Election Day.
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VOTING CONTINUED
A ballot that is mailed or delivered by mail or common or contract carrier from
within the United States and is postmarked or accompanied by a delivery receipt
showing the voter submitted the ballot for delivery by 7:00 pm on Election Day
must arrive by 5:00 pm on the next business day after Election Day.
A ballot that is hand delivered must be received by the early voting clerk by 7:00
pm on Election Day. A ballot that is mailed from overseas and is postmarked or
accompanied by a delivery receipt showing the voter submitted the ballot for
delivery by 7:00 pm on Election Day must arrive by 5:00 pm on the 5th day after
Election Day (or the next business day after the 5th day after Election Day, if the
5th day falls on a weekend or holiday).
If you are faxing or emailing your Application for Ballot by Mail, please note: The
original application (hard copy) MUST ALSO BE submitted by mail and be received by
Dallas County Elections Department no later than the fourth (4th) business day after
the fax and/or email (scanned application must contain voter’s original signature)
was received. For additional information, please contact the City Secretary's Office at
972.230.9664.

NEW UPSCALE RESTAURANT HEADED TO DESOTO KENDALL KARSEN'S

DeSoto will soon be getting a new
restaurant! Kendall Karsen’s Upscale
Cajun Restaurant will open toward the
end of May. The restaurant will be located
at the intersection of Wintergreen and
Cockrell Hill Roads. DeSoto’s own Kevin
Winston
plans
several
of
these
restaurants in the DFW area and is
looking forward to bringing a new dining
experience to DeSoto. His current
location in Dallas consistently receives
very positive reviews. Welcome to DeSoto
Kendall Karsen's!

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

07

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS, VIRTUALLY, FOR
HUNDREDS OF RESIDENTS
Job security and new employment opportunities have
been a serious challenge for far too many people
during the COVID-19 Pandemic, but it has not stopped
DeSoto! On April 14 & 15, the DeSoto Works Job Fair
was held virtually and allowed more than 30 area
employers to advertise their opportunities to an
estimated 500+ job seekers. DeSoto Works is a solid
partnership between the City of DeSoto, the DeSoto
Chamber of Commerce, the DeSoto Development
Corporation, Disciple Central Community Church
(DC3), and Workforce Solutions of Greater Dallas.
Despite the challenges created by the pandemic, this
two-day fair opened many more virtual doors to
DeSoto Job seekers than has been possible in the past.
If you missed it, you don’t need to miss out on the valuable information that was offered.
Recordings of both days are available through Workforce Solutions online:
Day One Recorded Link (April 14):
https://www.facebook.com/WorkforceSolutionsGreaterDallas/videos/183411990266462

Day Two Recorded Link (April 15):
https://www.facebook.com/WorkforceSolutionsGreaterDallas/videos/755044525372178

Workforce Solutions makes it easy for anyone to apply. Please see their referral
information for the general public and our Veterans. To apply for a job, please contact
the Workforce Solutions Greater Dallas Hotline at (972) 957-9459. If you are a Veteran
call (214) 952-3213. Residents can also email Mikell.Craig@EquusWorks.com or
Venita.Robinson@TVC.Texas.gov. When emailing, please include your full contact
information: Name, email, best phone number, company(s) and position(s) of interest.
For the current listing of jobs with Workforce Solution Greater Dallas, please visit their
Job Seeker link: https://www.wfsdallas.com/
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DESOTO 2021 CITIZENS POLICE ACADEMY BEGINS
SEPTEMBER 7
Every Tuesday night, beginning September 7
through November 30, DeSoto residents will get
an up-close and "behind-the-scenes" look at the
DeSoto
Police
Department's
operations,
personnel, equipment, and procedures. The
Desoto
Citizens
Police
Academy
is
a
comprehensive 10-week course designed to
provide DeSoto residents, 21-years of age or older,
a working knowledge of the Police Department.
The goal of the program is to educate residents on
department policies and procedures and to build
trust and eliminate misconceptions. Interested
residents should contact Sgt. Edwards at (469)
658-3007 or Officer Ryan at (469) 658-3055.

NEED HELP PAYING YOUR WATER UTILITY BILL?
APPLY FOR DESOTO'S UTILITY BILLING ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM
Residents in need of water billing financial help can still
apply under the City's Utility Billing Assistance Program.
The City of Desoto received $249,000 in CDBG-CV
funding from HUD to operate an emergency relief
program for residents financially impacted by COVID.
This program provides up to six months, or $1,000 of
coverage that can be applied to delinquent water utility
accounts. Payments can cover water, sewer, garbage,
and drainage fees. Residents interested in applying need
to contact The MINT Foundation at (972) 224-7200 or
visit in person at 1604 Falcon Drive, DeSoto, TX 75115.
The
application
can
be
viewed
here:
https://www.zoomgrants.com/gprop2.asp?
donorid=2367&rfpid=3370
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COVID-19 RESPONSE AND VACINATION PLAN
Ellis Davis Fieldhouse is now accepting
drive-ups between 8:00 am to 4:00 pm,
Monday through Saturday. COVID-19 testing
continues at Mosely Park. Hours of
operation for this site are from 12:00 pm to
6:00 pm, Sunday through Friday.
Test
results are generally available within 24
hours. There have been a total of 5,947
COVID-19 cases reported in DeSoto during
the span of the pandemic.
FIRE DEPARTMENT STATS AND HOMEBOUND VACCINATION PROGRAM
DeSoto Fire and Rescue completed 22 vaccinations for DeSoto Seniors in the
Homebound Vaccination Program. The program will resume once the Johnson & Johnson
vaccines are permitted or Dallas County provides a supply of an alternative vaccine. The
department made 190 emergency calls for service this week including 123 emergency
medical calls and 67 fire/rescue calls and 1 structure fire. The Four members of the
department that were on State Mission Assignment to assist in state-wide vaccination
efforts have completed their mission and returned to normal duty.

NEED TO REPORT AN ISSUE? USE GORequest APP
DeSoto residents can report service
requests using the City's GORequest
Mobile App. The app also allows
residents the option of viewing and
paying their water bill, track service
requests and attach photos related to
the request. Once submitted, the
Action Center will route the request to
the
proper
department.
The
GORequest app is available for
download on Apple and Google Play.
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PARKS DEPARTMENT UPDATES AND EVENTS
SPRINGTIME PREPARATION AND UPDATES
New Plantings are going in around the Town Center
replacing dead bushes that resulted from the freeze.

PARKS AND RECREATION NOW ACCEPTING BOOKINGS FOR RENTALS
CIVIC CENTER RENTALS The Civic Center is now
available for bookings with limited capacity. For
reservation details please visit:
http://desototexas.gov/274/Civic-Center
PAVILION RENTALS are available with limited
capacity now through October 31. Pavilions are
rented in a five-hour time block or all day. Rental
requests are accepted on a first-come, first-serve
basis. You can start booking your reservation now
through October 31. For info on fees and procedures
please visit: http://desototexas.gov/297/CivicCenter-Rental-Fees and for additional rental
questions or inquiries please contact Parks and
Recreation Office at 972-230-9650 or e-mail :
civiccenter@desototexas.gov.
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DESOTO STAFF ATTEND VIRTUAL DISASTER DEBRIS
MANAGEMENT TRAINING
On Monday, April 19, the City of DeSoto Management Team participated in a Disaster
Debris Management Plan (DDMP) training that was led by the City’s debris
management consulting firm, Tetra Tech. The DDMP is designed to provide the City
with a planned response following a disaster such as a tornado, hurricane, or flood
that destroys public and or private property leaving debris in its wake. Having a
debris removal plan in place reduces response and recovery times following an
emergency, lowers the cost of debris management activities, and allows the City to
qualify for federal reimbursement after a disaster declaration.
During the training session, the consultant discussed the plan structure, city roles
and responsibilities, debris management strategies, and best practices for
preparedness. The main component of the DDMP are:
Disaster Preparedness including: employee training, debris management site
identification; contract management for debris hauling and monitoring
Disaster Response including: activation of the plan, damage assessment,
establishment of debris removal priorities, and standby contractor activation
Disaster Recovery including: public property debris removal, private property
debris removal, hazardous waste removal, debris hauling and disposal, debris
operations monitoring and documentation, and public communication
Post-Recovery including: project close-out, debris management site close-out,
and final coordination with FEMA and other external agencies
The City’s current DDMP was created in 2018. Since that time, the City has
experienced changes in personnel and in the organizational reporting structure.
There have also been changes in the federal requirements for DDMPs. Tetra Tech
will be assisting the City in updating its plan to reflect these changes. Additionally,
the City and Tetra Tech will schedule a scenario-based tabletop exercise to provide
the management team with a more in-depth training on the practical application of
the DDMP.
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FIRE & RESCUE STAFF WILL MOVE INTO NEW FIRE
STATION FIRST WEEK OF MAY
On April 7, 2021, the flooring vendor began the work to complete the floors at the new
Fire Station No. 2 and Fire Administration building located at 206 S. Parks Drive. In its
February 2, 2021 meeting, City Council authorized a contract with Gomez Floor
Covering, Inc. to install an epoxy flake floor system as an alternative to the previously
installed polished concrete floor. Staff was concerned about the safety of that flooring,
which lacked a slip-resistant surface, during emergency response operations.

The flooring work is expected to be substantially complete the week of April 20-24.
Beginning on Tuesday, April 27, staff will initiate the final necessary activities prior to
move-in. These include: building cleaning, assembling new furniture and transferring
technology equipment and network services.
Fire Administration staff is expected to move into the new facility in the first week of
May. Fire personnel and apparatus will be moved from the old station to the new
shortly thereafter once alerting and communications systems are operational and well
tested.
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BILLBOARD SIGN ANNOUNCES HAMPTON ROAD
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT SURVEY
The Hampton Road Corridor Study is a joint
streetscape and land use plan that will shape the
future of Hampton Road from Belt Line Road to
Pleasant Run Road. This joint effort, led by Halff
Associates, Inc. and Freese and Nichols, will
evaluate the corridor today and plan for its future
based on community input. The plan will
recommend options to enhance the value of this
corridor for all roadway users. Hampton Road is
the historic commercial center of DeSoto.
The Hampton Road Redevelopment Project has acquired a billboard to make residents
aware of opportunities to provide feedback. The billboard encourages the public to
submit their input by completing the survey on the www.envisionhamptonroad.com
website. The billboard is located on Hampton Road just south of the Danieldale Road
intersection. You will see it on your right as you travel southbound on Hampton just
before the car wash and Ojeda’s Mexican restaurant.

SMOOTHIE KING BILLBOARD SIGN NOW UP
The City of DeSoto and the DeSoto Development
Corporation recently closed on the sale of the
property located at 104 West Pleasant Run Road to
Russell Glen Company for the construction of a 1,200
square foot Smoothie King location. Construction is
expected to begin within the next week and will take
approximately 6 months to complete. Russell Glen
Company will install the utilities, pavement,
landscaping, and construct the shell building.
Once constructed, Russell Glen will lease the property to Sretsam, LLC, which will
finish out the interior of the building to Smoothie King standards and operate the
facility as a Smoothie King franchise location. The project represents a $1.2 million
investment in the City of DeSoto.

WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS

APRIL - MAY 2021
26

DESOTO DEVELOPMENT
CORP. BOARD MEETING
(VIRTUAL)

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

27

PLANNING AND ZONING
MEETING (VIRTUAL)

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

04

10

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
(VIRTUAL)

6:00 PM
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL
SWEARING-IN CEREMONY
(IN PERSON)

6:00 PM

11

PLANNING AND ZONING
MEETING (VIRTUAL)

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

17

TOPICAL WORK SESSION
MEETING (IN PERSON)

6:00 PM

18

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
(IN PERSON)

6:00 PM
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