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PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST
MAYOR PROCTOR CONTINUES MASK ORDER FOR
DESOTO BUILDINGS

On Wednesday, March 10, Mayor Rachel L.
Proctor issued an Executive Order that
instructs anyone visiting DeSoto Town Center
or other City-owned facilities or outdoor space
to, to continue to follow safety protocols by
wearing a mask. Mayor Proctor issued the
Executive Order to protect the safety and
welfare of DeSoto residents and workers with to
mitigate the spread of SARS-CoV2 which causes
the disease known as COVID-19.
The virus that causes 2019 Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) is easily transmitted
through person-to-person contact, especially in group settings, and it is essential that
the spread of the virus be slowed to safeguard public health and safety. Because of the
risk of the spread of the virus and the need to protect the most vulnerable members of
the community, this Order requires all individuals to wear a face covering when
visiting any City of DeSoto building or facility. Events at City parks or on City grounds
of more than ten (10) people must submit a COVID-19 mitigation plan to City officials
prior to the event. This Order also limits capacity for City of DeSoto buildings and
facilities to 50% of their listed occupancy. This Order takes effect at 12:01 a.m. on
March 10, 2021 and will continue until rescinded, superseded, or amended.
The Order issued by Mayor Proctor also details consequences for individuals not
abiding by the face mask requirement. First-time violators will be issued a verbal or
written warning and anyone not wearing a mask can be denied entry to City facilities.
There are exceptions allowed under the mask order. As before, persons with medical
conditions or disabilities that prevent masks are exempt, as well as children younger
than the age of 2, people consuming food or drinks, persons in their office maintaining
a safe distance, and persons giving a speech for a broadcast are exempt.
To
view
Mayor
Proctor's
Oder,
please
click
https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=2101

the

following

link:
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DESOTO CITY COUNCIL 2021 WINTER RETREAT
TOMORROW, SATURDAY, MARCH 13
The City Council Winter Retreat has been rescheduled for Saturday, March 13. Details
of the Winter Retreat and agenda are still the same. This year's retreat will be held
virtually and will focus on Business plan updates, reviewing the City's approved 5year Strategic Plan, and four additional educational/review topics in the afternoon.
Council and staff will spend the bulk of their time reviewing the Strategic Plan to
ensure that it is in alignment with Council’s priorities. Speakers have been invited to
provide information on Trends in Residential Development, Utility Regulations & Rate
Setting, and the CDBG Process. Virtual viewing information will be provided to
residents in the coming weeks.

2021 COUNCIL WINTER RETREAT AGENDA

To download the Special Meeting Agenda and virtual login information for the
Winter
Retreat,
please
click
the
following
link:
https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/1516/Agendas-and-Minutes
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CENTRE PARK BLVD/HAMPTON WATER MAIN
BREAK - PROJECT UPDATE
Public Utilities has identified a leak in a 20-inch water main near the intersection of
Centre Park Boulevard and Hampton Road that must be repaired. The water main is a
major trunk line that provides water to numerous businesses in the Eagle Industrial
Park. Additionally, the valve on this line does not completely seal the flow of water
which is necessary for a successful repair. The emergency work includes excavating the
pipe and valve, removing the failed pipe segment, replacing the damaged segment with
new pipe, installing a new valve, and restoring the excavated area. While the line is
isolated, water service will be temporarily maintained by smaller system distribution
lines.
Traffic Impacted: For drivers heading West on Center Park Blvd. and approaching the
Hampton Road/Centre Park intersection, the right lane has been barricaded off and
blocked from use. The blocked lane will remain closed until all work is completed. With
safe traffic conditions, water flow minimized, and suitable site conditions, the
contractor work is progressing.
As of Friday morning, the contractor has
installed the new valve and the line can
be fully isolated. The contractor is
removing temporary flow stops out of
the main line. The contractor’s next tasks
are to cut out and remove the failed pipe
section and replace with a new pipe
segment. Subject to continuing good
weather, the construction work on the
pipeline repair is expected to be
completed in the next few days.
Restoration of the affected area will begin next week. Necessary site restoration and
concrete finish work will take place simultaneously and the traffic lane will open back
up to traffic.
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DESOTO LIBRARY EXPANDS SPANISH LANGUAGE
BOOK SELECTION

The Library Department has been busy in March processing newly arrived Spanish
Language materials for its collection. With the Hispanic population in DeSoto now
exceeding 18%, the library is committed to increasing the size of its Spanish Language
collection in the current fiscal year by at least 25%. Midyear, and halfway through the
budget designated for Spanish language materials, the youth department has already
achieved the 25% target. Orders have focused on picture books and non-fiction. The
emphasis on early level picture books is based on years of research verifying that it is
important for children to begin their literacy journey by reading or being read to in
the language spoken at home. The Spanish language non-fiction children’s materials
will serve as an educational support for children transitioning to English as well as
introducing these children to the sciences, math, history, and the arts in the language
of their choice.
The Adult services department is also been busy building the adult Spanish language
collection increasing the size of the collection by 24% at mid-year. The focus of the
adult Spanish language orders has been on movies, recreational fiction, both in print
and audio book formats, as well as nonfiction titles that cover topics of health, selfhelp, biographies, and learning resources.
In addition to expanding the breadth of its Spanish language resources, the library
has hired additional Spanish speaking staff this fiscal year with 20% of the customer
service and reference staff now fluent in Spanish.

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

06

DESOTO EMERGENCY RENTAL & UTILITY BILLING
ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE NOW
The City of DeSoto, in partnership with The MINT Foundation, is offering residents
financially impacted by COVID-19 two temporary relief programs: the Emergency
Rental Assistance Program (TERAP) and the Utility Assistance Program. Both programs
provide up to six months of financial assistance. Applications will be accepted online
and in-person at The MINT Foundation, 1604 Falcon Drive. Residents who would like
assistance with submitting documentation, navigating Zoom Grants or questions
about income eligibility, can make an appointment to work with a dedicated Case
Manager at The MINT Foundation.
The City of DeSoto received $150,000 in
CDBG-CV
funding
from
the
Texas
Department of Housing and Community
Affairs to operate TERAP and $249,000 in
CDBG-CV funding from HUD for the Utility
Billing Assistance Program. In order to assist
residents who are behind on water accounts,
staff at The MINT have been personally
contacting over 2,000 residents who are
behind on their DeSoto Water Utility
accounts to invite them to apply.
As of Wednesday of this week, 143 completed applications were submitted and 39
applications are incomplete/in process status. Out of the 143 completed applications,
91 were submitted online (ZoomGrants) and 52 were walk-ins. The following is a
breakdown of the requested assistance:
Rental Assistance = 62 applications
Water Utility Assistance = 33 applications
Both Rental and Water Assistance = 48
Residents interested in applying to either program will need to apply directly through
The MINT Foundation by calling (972) 224-7200 or APPLY HERE:
https://www.zoomgrants.com/gprop2.asp?donorid=2367&rfpid=3370
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ROUND 2 NEIGHBORHOOD GRANT NOW OPEN
It is time for the second round Neighborhood Matching Grant Application submittal
process to begin. This round of the grant program should be used for beautification
projects and neighborhood revitalization projects sponsored by the HOAs. This year,
$20,406.25 of funding is available for the matching grant program. The application
process opened Monday, March 1, and the deadline to submit the application for
Round Two to the City of DeSoto is Wednesday, March 31 by 5:00 PM. The Spring
2021 Program Guidelines and Spring 2021 Grant Applications are available on the City
of DeSoto website under the “My Neighborhood” tab.
Since the grants are awarded and not guaranteed as in the first round, a committee of
up to 7 individuals who are members of active HOAs not participating in the second
round will be selected at a later date to make recommendations to the City Council to
approve the disbursement of funds. Approved grants will be awarded in May 2021.
Contact Becky Lewis in the City Manager’s Office at (972) 230-9643 for more
information.
Landscaping Projects
Cooperative Neighborhood Work
Seasonal Decorations
Creative Neighborhood Beautification Projects
Safety-related Equipment
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COVID-19 RESPONSE AND VACINATION PLAN
Ellis Davis hours are from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM Monday through Saturday. Meadow
Creek is open 12:00 PM to 6:00 PM Sunday through Friday. As of this week, there have
been a total of 5,727 COVID-19 cases reported in DeSoto during the span of the
pandemic affecting 3,407 residents.
DeSoto Fire Rescue in partnership with the Texas National Guard, the Visiting Nurses
Association, and the Texas Department of Emergency Management, delivered the
second round of the Moderna vaccine to our first group of homebound residents in
the State’s “Save Our Seniors” program. The State-wide program developed and
exercised first in the City DeSoto, targets homebound residents who cannot access
publicly available COVID-19 vaccination sites.
DeSoto Fire Rescue took delivery of a new
2020 Dodge Ram Frazer Ambulance that
replaced the current Medic 262 located at
Fire Station 2. The ambulance is equipped
with a “Evergreen UV-C Disinfection
Lamp” that will kill COVID-19 and any
other viral or bacterial agent.
Each ambulance stays in front line service
for five years and then is assigned to
reserve status until replaced.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS SUNDAY, MARCH 14
Daylight saving time begins at 2:00
am on Sunday, March 14, and
clocks should be advanced one
hour. The City of DeSoto Fire
Department encourages residents
to remember to replace smoke
detector batteries.
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PARKS DEPARTMENT UPDATES
2021 USA BMX SUPER NATIONAL STATS
Last week, March 5-7, the 2021 BMX
Super Nationals were held at DeSoto
BMX. The event was a major success, in
that it was the largest BMX event ever in
Texas!
1,246 Racers
40 States represented
5,000 Total daily attendance
Social media and web impressions
reached over 3 million with 200k
total engagement!

DESOTO GIRLS SOFTBALL

PARKED-OUTSIDE SPRING BREAK FUN

This is a local recreational softball
league for ages 5 through 16. The
goal
is
to
teach
softball
fundamentals, rules, and skills
while emphasizing sportsmanship,
team
play,
and
clean/fair
competition.
Click
here
to
register.

The DeSoto Public Library is excited to partner
with the DeSoto Parks and Recreation
Department to bring a special series of Spring
Break programs, “Parked-Outside” which will
feature storytimes, crafts, and playground
games for all children at various parks in
DeSoto. Parked-Outside activities will take
place during the week of March 15-19.

Each day will include new activities. For a full
schedule of activities and park locations, call
972-230-9666 or visit the library website at
www.desotolibrary.info.

PROJECT UPDATES
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DESOTO DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
In an effort to increase home ownership
opportunities for residents in DeSoto, City
Council approved the creation of a Down
Payment
Assistance
Program
utilizing
Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) funds from the Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD). Staff
in the City Manager's Office are proud to
announce the program finally opened this
week! The DeSoto Down Payment Assistance
Program (DPAP) provides down payment and
closing cost assistance to income-eligible
DeSoto residents buying their first home.
In the coming weeks, City staff will work with our CDBG Consultant to market and
publicize the program with area Realtors and residents. Lenders and Realtors can
download an information guide located on the website that summarizes DPAP
requirements.
For
additional
questions,
please
email
downpaymentassistance@desototexas.gov. DeSoto residents interested in being a
future homeowner, can view the program guidelines, and eligibility requirements by
visiting the DPAP webpage: https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/2029/Down-PaymentAssistance-Program

PRESENTATION OF YOUTH MASTER PLAN
At the Monday, March 15, Special City Council Meeting, City Council and residents will
have an opportunity to view the results and recommendations of DeSoto's Youth Master
Plan (YMP). The presentation and recommendations will be presented by consultants
with the University of Texas at Arlington, who over the past two years worked with City
staff in the Parks and Recreation Department to develop a strategic plan focused on
youth needs. Central components of the YMP include: the development of a youth
needs assessment, shared vision, program evaluation, and sustainability. Council will
have the opportunity to discuss the project, recommendations, and implementation
strategy with the consultants and staff on Monday.

WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS

MARCH - APRIL 2021
13

CITY COUNCIL WINTER
RETREAT (VIRTUAL)

9:00 AM - 5:00PM

15

16

TOPICAL WORK SESSION
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
(VIRTUAL)

6:00 PM (5:00 PM EXECUTIVE
SESSION)
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
(VIRTUAL)

5:30 PM

23

PLANNING & ZONING
MEETING (VIRTUAL)

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

11
25

JOINT CITY COUNCIL
SCHOOL BOARD (VIRTUAL)

6:00 PM
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CITY COUNCIL MEETING
(VIRTUAL)

5:00 PM

13

PLANNING AND ZONING
MEETING (VIRTUAL)

6:00 - 8:00 PM

11

UPCOMING WORK SESSION SCHEDULE
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TUESDAY, MARCH 16
1.bREVIEW OF MASTER CALENDAR OF
EVENTS & SPECIAL MEETINGS

5:30 PM TO 5:35 PM

2. REVIEW OF REGULAR AGENDA
ITEMS

5:35 PM TO 5:40 PM

3. COUNCIL LIAISON UPDATES

5:40 PM TO 6:00 PM

4. REVIEW AND DISCUSS THE IMPACT
FEE LAND USE ASSUMPTIONS AND
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN FINAL
REPORT IN PREPARATION FOR THE
FIRST PUBLIC HEARING ON APRIL 6,
2021

6:00 PM TO 6:50 PM

NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & RECOGNITIONS

March New Hires
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