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It’s Springtime In Texas and Also Severe Weather
Season. Please Follow These Tornado Safety Tips.
More tornadoes strike Texas than any other state. They can
occur at any me of year, including winter as evidenced by
the tornadoes that struck in December, 2015. However,
tornadoes are most frequent from mid‐March through May.
The City of DeSoto Oﬃce of Emergency Management
reminds you to pay close a en on to weather reports and
take the following precau ons during periods of tornadic
ac vity:

 Seek shelter in an interior room on the lowest ﬂoor of
your home, such as a bathroom, closet or room without
windows. Cover yourself with a ma ress or cushions. In an
oﬃce building, go to an interior room or hallway on the
lowest ﬂoor.

sirens may not be heard
indoors since most outdoor
sounds, including warning
sirens, can not penetrate
most buildings. When you
hear the sirens, go indoors
and seek shelter in the most
interior room in your home or
oﬃce. Once you are in a safe
loca on, tune to your local
radio or television sta on
for emergency informa on.

Outdoor warning sirens are a
valuable tool in helping to
 If you are in a mobile home, get out and take shelter in keep the public safe but they should not be the only way
a nearby building. If no shelter is available, lie ﬂat in a ditch that you receive warnings about dangerous weather. The
or ravine.
City of DeSoto’s Oﬃce of Emergency Management suggests
 Never stay inside a car! Get out and lie ﬂat in a ditch or addi onal layers of protec on against severe thunderstorms
a ravine. If a building is nearby, take shelter inside. Do not
including having a NOAA weather radio in your home and
try to outrun a tornado in your car. The fatali es that
monitoring local radio or television sta ons for emergency
occurred in Garland during the 2015 tornado event were
informa on. The City of DeSoto "upgraded" our Code Red
motorists or passengers in cars in the path of the storm.
Alert System in 2017 to allow you to
receive phone no ﬁca ons 24 hours
 At school, follow plans and go to a designated shelter
a day based strictly on Doppler
area, usually interior hallways on the lowest ﬂoor. Avoid
radar. The system provides
auditoriums, gyms and areas with wide, free‐span roofs.
warnings for tornados, ﬂash ﬂoods
 In a shopping center, move away from exterior glass
or severe thunderstorms. This
walls.
upgrade requires you to "opt in" and resubmit your
informa on if you would like to receive these Doppler radar
 If you are in open country, take cover in a low spot
away from trees.
special alerts in addi on to other emergency no ﬁca ons
previously sent out by the City’s CodeRed system. If you
 Remember there is a diﬀerence between a Tornado
haven’t already signed up for the added no ﬁca ons, go to
Watch and a Tornado Warning. A Tornado Watch means
the City’s website at www.desototexas.gov, click on the
tornadoes are possible in and near the watch area. A
CodeRed weather warning icon on the City’s homepage and
Tornado Warning means a tornado has been sighted or
follow the direc ons. There is no charge for this service.
indicated by weather radar, and you must seek shelter
immediately!
Whether you receive weather informa on through the local
The City of DeSoto has outdoor warning sirens that are
ac vated when a tornado is sighted in DeSoto, Cedar Hill or media, a NOAA weather radio in your home or on your cell
phone, please heed the no ﬁca on and act to protect
Duncanville. Outdoor warning sirens are to warn
individuals outdoors to seek immediate shelter inside. The yourself and your family by following these safety ps.

City Calendar
March
1 Library Board Mtg. Library ‐ 7 pm
1 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. ‐ 6:30 pm
1 Historical Founda on Mtg.– 6 pm
5 Arts Commission Mtg. Civic Ctr. 6 pm
5 Park Board Mtg. Civic Ctr. 6 pm
6 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
13 Planning & Zoning Mtg.– canceled
20 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
23 Free Concert ‐Golden Voices Corner
Theatre 7pm
24 Egg Hunt ‐ Zeiger Park 11 am
26 DEDC Board Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 9 am
30 City Oﬃces Closed for Good Friday

April
2 Arts Commission Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 6pm
2 Park Board Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 6:30 pm
3 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
5 Historical Founda on Mtg. 6 pm
5 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. ‐ 6:30 pm
5 Library Board Mtg. Library ‐ 7 pm
10 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐City Hall ‐7 pm
14 Candidate Forum ‐ City Hall ‐ 10 am
14 HHW Event ‐ Pump Sta on 9 am
17 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
21 Recycling Event‐Service Ctr.‐ 9 am
23 DEDC Board Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 9 am10
24 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐City Hall ‐7 pm
27 Classical Concert ‐ Corner Theatre 7 pm
28 Everything Teen Event– Library
28 Briarwood Youth Fishing Day 9 am

Transportation Program
Update
The City of DeSoto launched a new
grant‐funded Transporta on
Program for low‐to moderate‐
income DeSoto residents on
January 1, 2018. At this point, all
available funding for Phase I of the
program has been allocated and
there are no more slots available
this year. The program currently
has several people on a wai ng list
and applica ons received during
the remainder of 2018 will be
placed on the wai ng list as well.
Grant funding for Phase II of the
Transporta on Program, which will
beneﬁt elderly and disabled
persons in DeSoto, is pending. The
City is also researching other transit
service op ons. Watch this
newsle er for future program
updates or call 972.230.7350 for
more informa on.
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A Message from Code Enforcement
Did you know…that City ordinances require
that weeds and grass be kept below twelve inches in
height? As the owner or occupant of the property,
you are required to maintain the property from the
street in the front to the middle of the alley in the
back (or the property line). This includes the front,
back, side yards, the right‐of‐way (the area between
the sidewalk and the curb) and the alley and
easement.
If you have any ques ons or would like to report a
code viola on, please call the City of DeSoto Code
Enforcement Department at 469.658.3076.

Municipal Election Update
The DeSoto City Council approved an Ordinance at their March 6, 2018 mee ng to
accept the Cer ﬁca on of Unopposed candidates and declared unopposed candidates
for Councilmember Place 6, Candice Quarles and Councilmember Place 7, Kenzie
Moore III elected to oﬃce. As a result, the municipal elec on called for May 5, 2018
will be canceled. However, the City of DeSoto will hold a special elec on on May 5,
2018 to consider amendments to the City’s Home Rule Charter. These Proposi ons
will appear on the ballot:
Proposi on A ballot language shall read:
Shall Ar cle II, Sec on 5 and Sec on 16 of the DeSoto City Charter be amended to
authorize the City Council to ﬁll by appointment a vacancy in the oﬃce of Mayor or
councilmember when less than one year remains on the term of the oﬃce vacated as
allowed by State law.
_______ For
_______ Against
Proposi on B ballot language shall read:
Shall Ar cle II, Sec on 5 of the DeSoto City Charter be amended to clarify that 5
members of the City Council cons tute a quorum for purposes of vo ng on any
ma er, however, 4 members of the City Council cons tute a quorum for purposes of
conduc ng a mee ng for discussion when no ac on is being taken by the City Council.
_______ For
_______ Against
Proposi on C ballot language shall read:
Shall Ar cle VII, Sec on 14 of the DeSoto City Charter be amended to conform with
provisions of State law.
_______For
_______ Against
Proposi on D ballot language shall read:
Shall Ar cle VIII, Sec on 1 of the DeSoto City Charter be amended to eliminate
language regarding limits on bond projects and such issuance shall conform to State
law.
_______ For
_______ Against
Proposi on E ballot language shall read:
Shall Ar cle XII, Sec on 13 of the DeSoto City Charter be amended to eliminate
language requiring that each Councilmember and the Mayor appoint 3 members to
the Ci zens Charter Review Commission but s ll require the Ci zens Charter Review
Commission to consist of 21 members appointed by the City Council.
_______ For
_______ Against
Proposi on F ballot language shall read:
Shall Ar cle XII, Sec on 13 of the DeSoto City Charter be Amended to correct
typographical errors.
_______ For
_______ Against
Watch this newsle er for informa on on early vo ng and vo ng on elec on day. If
you have any ques ons, please contact the City Secretary’s oﬃce at 972.230.9646.

City Ordinances require that weeds
Please take note of these special
instruc ons for the Document Shredding
and E‐Recycling Event on April 21, 2018.

Document Shredding
Documents can be brought to the
DeSoto Service Center located at 809 W.
Spinner Road for shredding on Saturday,
April 21, 2018, from 9 am to 12 pm, or
un l the trucks are full. There will be a
mobile document shredding unit on‐site
to shred your personal household
documents at no cost. (Commercial
documents will not be accepted.) You
must follow the special instruc ons
below.

Place all documents in ﬁle boxes
Do not bring documents loose in
bags; they must be placed in boxes
ready for shredding

Do not tape the lid on top of the ﬁle
boxes

No more than 5 boxes per resident
You will be able to watch your
documents being shredded. Boxes will
be returned to residents for recycling.
Once the event is over, any documents
le at the loca on una ended or
shredded will be considered illegally
dumped. IF RAIN OCCURS DURING THE
EVENT, THE COLLECTION SITE WILL BE
CLOSED FOR SAFETY REASONS.

ELECTRONICS WASTE COLLECTION

April 14, 2018 9 am ‐ noon
620 N. Westmoreland Road
This Annual Household Hazardous Waste
Event is for DeSoto residents only, proof of
residency is required. Only residen al
household hazardous waste will be accepted,
commercial waste or electronics are not allowed. Due to limited space, those
who would like to par cipate must register prior to the event. DeSoto
residents may sign up by calling the Ac on Center at 972.230.9600.

The e‐recycling event will also take
place at the DeSoto Service Center
located at 809 W. Spinner Road on
Saturday, April 21, 2018, from 9 am to
12 pm, or un l the trailer is full. All
Items are collected FREE of charge!
Accepted Items Include:
Computers, Hard Drives, Speakers,
Monitors, Mice, Gaming Systems,
Webcams, Cords & Cables, Keyboards,
Servers, Printers, Cell Phones, Ink and
Toner, and Scanners. TV’s will not be
accepted.
If you have any ques ons, please call the
Ac on Center at 972.230.9600.
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FREE

6pm
m
7 am

Public Welcome!

Presents... Briarwood Youth Fishing Day
Come out to the ﬁshin’ hole at Briarwood Park,
1625 W. Belt Line Road on Saturday, April 28, 2018
Cosponsor
from 9 am to noon for our annual kid’s ﬁshing day. Kids, 16 and under, are
welcome and must be accompanied by an adult. Admission is $5 per person. Bring your own ﬁshing gear. No ﬁshing license is
required. Applica ons are available at the Recrea on Center or you can register at the event. Call 972.230.9651 for more informa on.

