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Council Corner, A Message from
Mayor Pro Tem, Patricia Ledbetter
Because of term limits, my six years on City Council has come
to an end. In 2008 I focused on issues that I saw every day in
my District 2, one of the older areas of the city. I came to
DeSoto to raise my family and to work for the Super Collider. I
wanted safe streets and good schools just like my neighbors
did. I wanted a place to call home. I specifically wanted
sidewalks on Cha ey Road which would make it safer for
pedestrians and a signal light at Park and Belt Line to keep
traﬃc at the posted speed limit. However, my service on City
Council made me focus on all of DeSoto and have a voice on all
issues in our city, not just District 2.
You do not have to know everything before you run and get elected to City Council, but
you do need to have the desire to serve and volunteer your me to your community. I
believe my me on council was a free educa on at a public ins tu on.
A council has three main goals:
 a fiduciary responsibility over taxes and pu ng together a work plan and budget which includes smart and
manageable debt, city services, and reten on of our great city employees;
 hiring and keeping a great CEO which is the city manager; and
 se ng policy and passing ordinances.
We have top of the line City services and we have so many things that contribute to our quality of life.
A great American, Oliver Wendell Holmes said: “I don’t mind paying taxes, it builds a civiliza on”. I want to enjoy my
community now, retain current residents and a ract others to live here. The city leaders that made budget decisions and
took on debt in the past have given me great facili es including a public library, a recrea on center, great parks, civic
center, heliport, industrial park, senior center, fire departments, regional police sta on, fire academy, alleys, sidewalks,
street signs, traﬃc lights, water and sewer lines, swimming pool, town center, and a BMX bike facility to name a few. I
have to take a moment to recognize and brag on the councilmembers, all those years ago, that voted to have the first and
only covered BMX facility in the USA built right here in DeSoto. They knew it was the right decision to spend the money,
not knowing exactly the dollars that would follow. However, each spring we reap the benefits of their vision in increased
tourism as we host the USA Superna onals BMX Race which brings in people from 40 states and 12 countries to stay in
our hotels and spent money here. BMX is now an Olympic sport and our facility is viewed on ESPN.

ConƟnued on Page Two

City Calendar
May
1 Na onal Day of Prayer—7am
1 Friends of the Library Mtg. ‐ 6pm
1 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. ‐ 6:30 pm
1 Library Board Mtg. Library ‐ 7 pm
3 Mother/Son Dance, Civic Ctr. 7pm
4 Jazz Concert ‐ Corner Theatre ‐ 3pm
5 Poetry In Progress ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 5:45 pm
5 Park Board Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 6:30 pm
5 Arts Commission Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. 6pm
6 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
10 Dog Days N DeSoto ‐ Zeiger Park 9am
10 Household Hazardous Waste Event 9am
10 Municipal Elec on Day
11 Classical Concert ‐ Corner Theatre 7pm
13 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
15 Don Diego Concert ‐ Amphitheater 7 pm
17 R.L. Griﬃn Concert ‐ Amphitheater 7 pm
18 Jazz Concert ‐ Corner Theatre ‐ 3 pm
20 DEDC Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 9 am
21 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
22 K . Vet Concert ‐ Amphitheater ‐ 7pm
25 Classical Concert‐Corner Theatre ‐ 3 pm
26 Memorial Day ‐ City Facili es Closed
27 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm

June
2 Poetry In Progress ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 5:45 pm
2 Park Board Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 6:30 pm
2 Arts Commission Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 6 pm
3 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
4 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. ‐ 6:30 pm
4 Library Board Mtg. Library ‐ 7 pm
4 Friends of the Library Mtg. ‐ 6 pm
7 Creekfest ‐ Amphitheater 4 ‐ 10 pm
8 Jazz Concert Corner Theatre ‐ 3pm
10 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
14 Juneteenth Celebra on ‐ Duncanville
17 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
23 DEDC Board Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 9 am
24 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7pm

DeSoto Police Introduce
New K‐9 Team
The DeSoto Police Department
introduced its new K9 Team to the
City Council at their mee ng on
April 15th. Oﬃcer Preston
Hammel and his K9 partner,
“Arsen”, recently completed an
intensive six‐week program in
search and apprehension. Pictured
from le to right are Asst. Chief,
Gary Perkins, Chief Joe Costa, Sgt.
Melissa Franks, Oﬃcer Preston
Hammel and Arsen.
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Council Corner, A Message from Mayor Pro, Tem Patricia Ledbetter
Ci zens say, and I agree, that we need to find a way to reduce residen al taxes and grow
the retail and commercial tax base. We have to make bold decisions now to be ready
when a business or developer comes. When the next bond elec on occurs, the last one
was in 2003, we need to remember that we balance our quality of life with things we
need; and that we become ready for those developers and businesses when we pass
those Capital Improvement Projects.
I am asked what will I do now? I live in a simple house on a simple street surrounded by
neighbors that I love. I am not moving. I am not going anywhere. I will con nue to serve
this community. You will see me in schools and helping to mentor future leaders. You
will see me doing aerobics or line dancing at the Recrea on Center; at the library reading
books; at the Corner Theatre enjoying the arts; at my church praying.
During this last year on council, I have been working diligently to bring interna onal
rela onships to our All‐America City through involvement in Sister Ci es Interna onal. I
will con nue to do that as well. I recently hosted two Youth Ambassadors from South
America. At the end of their twelve day stay, they said DeSoto would always be America
to them. They hope to make the world a be er place and have a be er home in their
country because of what they saw and what they heard about in our community. It took
me back to my father’s words about why he fought in WWII in Germany to stop the
aggression‐‐‐ “To keep a country free, to raise a family, and a place to call home.” DeSoto
is my home. Thank you for the privilege to serve you these six years.
“Let me live in my house by the side of the road,
It is here that the race of men go by
They are good, they are bad, they are weak, they are strong, wise, foolish, so am I
I will not sit in the scorner’s seat or hurl the cynic’s ban,
Let me live in my house by the side of the road, And be a friend to man.” (POEM BY SAM
FOSS‐1858)

Mayor Pro Tem, Patricia Ledbetter
City Council Place Two

A Message from Code
Enforcement
In an eﬀort to help you enjoy being
a part of the DeSoto community,
the Code Enforcement Department
would like to share the following
informa on that is intended to help
us make DeSoto a clean and safe
place to live.
Garage Sales

Every year during the second week of
April, emergency telecommunicators are
honored na onally. This week is called
Na onal Telecommunicator’s Week
(NTW). For 2014, it is the week of April
13‐19, 2014. During this week,
Southwest Regional Communica ons
Center will recognize our emergency call
takers/dispatchers for their outstanding
work and diligence. We will also hold an
open house on Wednesday, April 16th
from 10am to 2pm for tours of the
Southwest Regional Communica ons 911
Center. The public is invited to this open
house intended to provide the chance to

see the facility and learn the func ons of
9‐1‐1. Those who may be interested
should call Tamara Bell at 972‐230‐5662
to set up a specific me to tour.

Updated Services Make Using the DeSoto Public Library Easier and More Convenient!

Patrons of the DeSoto Library can now have up to twenty‐four renewals on materials as
long as there are no holds on the materials. This is an increase over the two renewals
allowed in the past. Renewals can be made in person at the library, by telephone at
972.230.5792 or 972.230.9665 or on the library webpage at www.desototexas.gov/
library. Renewals made by telephone by calling 972.230.5792 or on the library webpage
can be made twenty‐four hours a day seven days a week. This new renewal policy does
not apply to Interlibrary Loan materials. The Interlibrary Loan service is a na onwide
search for materials the library does not own, and the check‐out period for those
materials is set by the library which sends the materials to the library.
Also, resident library cards will now be good for three years instead of one year.
Nonresident cards will con nue to expire one year a er issue, and cards issued through
the statewide Texshare program will con nue to expire on their regular dates.
The DeSoto Public Library is located at 211 E. Pleasant Run Road, in the DeSoto Town
Center Complex. Free parking is available in the nearby garage. For more informa on,
please call the library at 972.230.9656.

Garage sales are allowed to run for
three (3) consecu ve days and can
be held two mes per calendar
year. A permit must be obtained
twenty‐four hours prior to
beginning your sale from the U lity
Billing Department in City Hall or by
applying online through the City’s
website. There is no cost for the
permit. Obtaining a garage sale
permit will cause informa on on
your garage sale to be posted on
the City’s website. One sign is
allowed in the seller’s immediate
yard and another may be placed at
the end of the block with the
owner’s permission. However,
signs cannot be placed in medians,
on u lity poles or in rights‐of‐way.
Signs placed on automobiles
parked away from the sale are also
not permi ed.
High Weeds and Grass
City Ordinances require that weeds
and grass be kept below twelve
(12) inches in height. As the owner
or occupant of the property, you
are required to maintain the
property from the street in the
front to the middle of the alley in
the back (or the property line).
This includes the front, back, side
yards, the right‐of‐way (the area
between the sidewalk and the
curb) and the alley and easement.
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Important Information
Regarding the 2014
Municipal Election
The City of DeSoto will hold a General
Municipal Elec on on May 10, 2014.
Here are the candidates:
Place 2 ‐ Virgil Helm – (unopposed)
Place 4 ‐ Rachel Proctor
Place 4 ‐ Nate Naas
All members of the City Council run by
place but are elected at large. This
means that they must reside in the
district for which they are seeking
elec on. However, all registered voters
who live anywhere in DeSoto may cast
ballots for that posi on. If you would
like more informa on on the City
Council districts, a map is available on
the City’s website at
www.desototexas.gov under the
Government tab at the top of the page.
Vo ng on Elec on Day will take place
from 7 am to 7 pm in the Assembly Hall
of the DeSoto Public Library, 211 E.
Pleasant Run Road.

Public Welcome!

