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Council Corner, A Message from Mayor Pro
Tem, Patricia Ledbetter
On the council we o en ask ci zens what brought you to
DeSoto? Answers vary from I finished high school here; my
parents lived here; I wanted to get out of Dallas or a big city
or I wanted to come to a warmer climate. They men on how
DeSoto is the best kept secret and they like the small town
feel, but close to everything without the major traﬃc delays.
I ask them what keeps them here and so far the winning
remark is the comment, "I love my neighbors".
In fron er mes a neighbor would mean life or death when
food got short or as protec on during war mes or you
needed to find someone to marry or help birth a baby. As
ci es developed and urban triumphed over rural life, how
close and how far away a neighbor was would be determined by planners and people with
an eye for how to zone a city, and developers. Did they get it right?
DeSoto has progressed to just under 50,000 in popula on with about 18,000 households.
While we have grown in our popula on, we have not outgrown our customs of being good
neighbors. Progress has brought its own challenges with more people together in one place. You need some homes,
some retail and some commercial. We have beau ful neighborhoods and HOAs; beau ful parks and u lized sports
facili es; a first class school academy; Roy Orr trails and the Nance historical farm. We see strangers from one end of the
city to the other when we are in our cars. But one thing has not changed; we become a neighbor and have a neighbor
somewhere near us when we go home.
I will admit I get out and walk, talk and bike occasionally in the city and my neighborhood. It helps me know my neighbors
and who lives in a house. I become what the Police Department calls a force mul plier with my eyes and ears as a crime
watch component. I help keep my street safer. A fact I learned recently is that homeowners as pedestrians in a
neighborhood can reduce crime. Since DeSoto is not immune to crime, and I am a taxpayer, it helps me contribute in
another way that impacts my city. Our new Police Chief, Joseph Costa, came to our city recently and re‐evaluated how
best to use resources in order to have a greater presence on the street and impact the crime sta cs. Specifics are included
in the DeSoto Police Annual Report. Go to www.desotopolice.com and choose 2012 Annual Report from the le hand
naviga on. I hope you will take a few moments to review this important informa on for council and ci zens. DeSoto
also par cipates in a Na onal Night Out each year in August and it helps people connect with their neighbors and hear
about what our police department is doing. If you are interested in these types of events, you do not need to wait for an
invita on. Pick a day, start small or go big, form your own group. We have a city staﬀ director, Tracie Hlavinka (email
thlavinka@desototexas.gov) who can help you organize formally or informally. The police department also has a
community liaison, Oﬃce Cindy Tyndall, who is available to talk to your group upon request. DeSoto Dining and Dialogue
is another great event oﬀering new and established ci zens the opportunity to come together and talk about issues that
aﬀect our city and government. (conƟnued on page two)

City Calendar
September
2 Labor Day ‐ City oﬃces closed
3 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
5 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. ‐ 6:30 pm
5 Library Board Mtg. Library ‐ 7 pm
5 Friends of the Library Mtg. ‐ 6 pm
9 Job Fair for Dallas Behavioral Healthcare
9 Poetry In Progress ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 5:45 pm
9 Park Board Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 6:30 pm
9 Arts Commission Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 6 pm
10 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
15 Fiesta La no DeSoto ‐ Amphitheater 3‐7
16 Golf Challenge ‐ Thorntree ‐ 9 am
17 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
21 DeSoto Dining & Dialogue Dinner Event
23 DEDC Board Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 9 am
24 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
26 Photo Contest Turn in‐City Hall 9am‐7pm

October
6 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
3 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. ‐ 6:30 pm
3 Library Board Mtg. Library ‐ 7 pm
7 Arts Commission Mtg. Civic Ctr. 6 pm
7 Poetry In Progress ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 5:45 pm
7 Park Board Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 6:30 pm
8 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
15 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
22 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
26 DAC 5K Walk & Roll ‐ Amphitheater
28 DEDC Board Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 9 am

JOB FAIR
Monday, Sept. 9, 2013
9 am to 7 pm
DeSoto Civic Center
211 E. Pleasant Run Road
DeSoto, TX 75115
The City of DeSoto is partnering with
Dallas Behavioral Healthcare Hospital
to host this job fair designed to give
DeSoto residents the first
opportunity to apply for posi ons in
their DeSoto loca on scheduled to
open in September. DBHH is looking
to fill 350 posi ons including
physicians, nurses, mental health
techs, case managers, business oﬃce
staﬀ, cooks and housekeepers. For
more informa on go to

h p://dallasbehavioral.com.
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Consider Having Your Alarm Monitored by
Since 1999, Southwest Regional
Communica ons Center (SWRCC) has been
opera ng con nuously, 24 hours a day, 365
days a year, providing 911 emergency
services to the ci es of DeSoto, Duncanville
and Cedar Hill. SWRCC also provides fire and
security alarm system monitoring as a fee‐
based service to their member ci es.
Imagine how much me could be saved if
your alarm was a ached directly to your 911
police, fire and EMS dispatch center.
How It Works
In the tradi onal alarm monitoring model,
when your alarm is triggered, the alarm
panel in your home uses the public
telephone system to call a commercial
monitoring center, which must then call the
local 911 center serving your area to request
dispatch of emergency personnel. With
SWRCC Alarm Monitoring, your alarm panel
reports directly to SWRCC.
How Do I Sign Up For Alarm Monitoring
A er obtaining an alarm permit, please
contact SWRCC at 972.223.6111 or

www.swrcc.net. They will schedule a
licensed service provider to re‐program your
alarm panel. Once your system is re‐
programmed, the alarm service provider will
contact SWRCC with the appropriate
informa on necessary to ac vate your
account.
The typical re‐programming fee is $135
which is paid directly to the alarm service
provider. Upon ac va on of the account,
SWRCC provides a $75 credit toward future
monthly monitoring fees to oﬀset this ini al
expense.
Installa on of cellular system monitoring is
based on the customer’s current alarm
system and will incur addi onal costs. A
price quote is available upon request.
The alarm monitoring fee is $25 per month
for tradi onal telephone alarm monitoring.
Cellular system monitoring is $35 per month
for those who no longer have a land line in
their home. Billing can be set up on a
monthly, quarterly or annual basis.

Council Corner, A Message from Mayor Pro Tem,
Patricia Ledbetter (continued from Page One)
If you are interested in ge ng involved with DeSoto Dining and Dialogue as a host family or would
like to a end a dinner, contact Kathy Jones at 972.230.9648 or go to www.desotodd.org to
register. The next dinner event, featuring a discussion of the Future of DeSoto ISD, is scheduled
for September 21, 2013.
I moved to DeSoto in 1992 and have been blessed with each neighbor I have had. I had one
neighbor from Jordan who did not share my language, but I could help in mes of need with
simple hand signals. I have kept children when a parent had an emergency in the middle of the
night. I have been the only house with electricity during an ice storm with extension cords running
across the street keeping food preserved during the power outage. I have also received more
from them than I ever gave. One me I could not get my lawn mowed before dark and when I
came home it had been mowed by one of my re red neighbors. Another me I had a water leak
and used every sheet, towel, and blanket in the house to mop up the water. When I came home
eleven loads of laundry, the materials used in the water leak, were washed and folded.
In Carl Wilkins’ book I'm Not Leaving wri en in Rwanda, he said “the most important factor in that
situa on that determined who survived and who did not was that they had rela onships with their
neighbors”. I found that statement profound knowing the whole country was a crime scene. I do
not expect an extreme situa on like that to ever reach our city, but as an All‐America City, I
believe we are called to have understanding within rela onships, to have peace among diversity,
and love our neighbors.
I commend our ci zens and thank you for con nuing to be good neighbors. It has kept the fabric
of our city held firm and made DeSoto a good place to con nue to live and call home.

Patricia Ledbetter,
Mayor Pro Tem

Did You Know….
That you can now properly dispose
of some household hazardous
waste without driving to the Dallas
County Household Hazardous
Waste site in Plano? On Saturday,
August 24, 2013, the City of Dallas
launched North Texas’ largest
mobile collec on of used ba eries,
motor oil and oil filters, latex paint,
and an freeze (BOPA) at
Southwest Center Mall located at
3662 W. Camp Wisdom Road.
The City of Dallas BOPA Mobile
accepts ba eries, motor oil/oil
filters, latex paint, and an freeze
for free. The maximum total
amount of latex paint, motor oil, or
an freeze that can be dropped oﬀ
per household per day is 25
gallons. Containers larger than a 5‐
gallon size will NOT be accepted.
The maximum weight of the total
amount of ba eries which can be
dropped oﬀ is 50 pounds. The
average car ba ery weighs 40
pounds. Palle zed ba eries will
NOT be accepted. This service is for
household waste only. Materials
from businesses will NOT be
accepted.
Residents of Dallas and Dallas
County Household Hazardous
Waste Program member ci es,
such as DeSoto, who bring a
driver’s license or u lity bill
showing proof of residency can
bring their used ba eries, motor
oil and oil filters, latex paint, and
an freeze to the mall on the
fourth Saturday of every month
between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Those who sign a waiver can get
free household cleaning products
that have been
donated for reuse,
while supplies last.
For more
informa on please
call 214.553.1765.
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Give Us Your Best Shot Photo Contest
Submit your photos at
DeSoto City Hall on Thurs.
Sept. 26th. For info go to
www.artsdesoto.com or
call 972.230.9648.

FREE

FREE

New Play Makes It’s World Premiere at
DeSoto’s Corner Theatre in September

6pm

DeSoto Town Center Plaza &
Outdoor Amphitheater
211 E. Pleasant Run Road
(behind the Library)

7 am

The African American Repertory Theater is
pleased to be the first organiza on to bring an
awarding winning new work to the stage.
Homeschooled, a new play by Jonathan Norton,
will make it’s world premiere at DeSoto’s Corner
Theatre on September 6th. Directed by Regina
$3 pool adm.
Washington, Homeschooled tells the story of
Johne a Duncan, a homeschool co‐op leader
lost in grief a er the death of her mother. She
finds herself quickly losing control of her life and
classroom. A student’s simple inquiry as to the
meaning of the word “lynch” unearths the
cruelty and pain surrounding the tragic history of
the lynchings in the American South. Morgan, a
frustrated mother, is greatly disturbed by the
classroom incident and believes that it would not
have occurred had Johne a not been so
overwhelmed by grief. No longer wishing to look
the other way, Morgan ques ons Johne a’s
eﬀec veness as a teacher and challenges
Johne a “to get hold of her life and let go!”
Homeschooled has been selected as a recipient
of a grant from the TACA Donna Wilhelm Family
New Works Fund. For ckets to a end this
special presenta on, call 972.572.0998 or
www.aapreptheater.com.

Public Welcome!

Presented by the African
American Repertory Theater
at the DeSoto Corner Theatre

+For ckets go to www.aareptheater.com or call 972.572.0998.

